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ITALY AS A NAVAL POWER. 

‘ys naval power of a country does not so much 
depend on the number of vessels kept in com- 
mission as on its capabilities for equipping a fleet 
and refitting it promptly after an action, and in its 
establishments for training boys and seamen gun- 
ners to form the nuclei of ships’ companies. Seized 
with an unwise and now regretted fit of economy, 
the English government recently closed two of its 
dockyards, and it is now proposed in this country 
to imitate its example. It needs no argument to 
prove that in time of peace the work of construction 
and repairing can be done more economically by 


concentrating it in two or three places, or by con-: 


tract in private yards; but all our dockyards are 
indispensable as depots of supplies, and for refitting 
ships in time of war. For this purpose they may be 
maintained at a trifling expense. 

It is also a subject of grave concern to the best of- 
ficers of the Navy that we haye no gunnery prac- 
tice ship, nor any system of training up boys or 
young men to be seamen. An efficient navy is never 
improvised. As a body,‘the officers of the American 
Navy are second to none, and superior to most, in 
the variety and extent of their professional attain- 
ments; but it requires at least a year of drill to con- 
vert a prime seaman into a man-of-war’s man. When 
the commerce of the country was in a flourishing 
condition, the necessary number of American sea- 
men was obtained with facility, most of whom be- 
came permanently attached to the service, and by 
the exertions of the officers soon formed efficient 
crews. But with the decline of our commerce, the 
proportion of enlistments of transient foreigners has 
largely increased ; such men never form a really ef- 
ficient ship’s crew, if compared with the “continu- 
ous service” men cf the English and other navies. 

The following extracts from a letter received from 
an officer abroad, who has inspected several foreign 
dockyards and arsenals, will show how far Italy, 
which we have been accustomed to} consider one of 
the smaller naval powers, is in advance of us: 


The arsenal at Spezzia is conceived on the most mam- 
moth scale. Situated at the base of lofty hills and moun— 
tains, it encloses a space three or four times as large as the 
town of Spezzia itself, the circuit pursued by the moat sur- 
rounding the wall traversing a distance of over seven miles. 
The waters from the gulf and the mountains here mingle, af- 
fording an endless supply. Every conceivable requisite for 
the supply of an arseual is planned, and much is already con- 
structed; but years must pass, and millions be expended, be- 
fore the designs of the conceivers can be fully develeped. 
When the whole is executed, it will be the grandest and 
most efficient dockyard in the world. Ten granite docks, 
many of them capable of taking in the largest ships, form an 
important feature in the plans. Four of these docks are al- 
ready constructed and in use, two of them of 100 metres in 
length, and two of 130 metres length. They are constructed 
of fine granite, quarried in the neighborhood, and are built 
on the most modern plans. Two basins communicate be- 
tween the gulf and the docks, the outer one to be protected 
by a breakwater, which is in process of construction. When 
the work is otherwise completed, an outer breakwater is to 
be constructed near the mouth of the gulf itself. The de- 
fence of the arzenal lies in the forts constructed and to be 
constructed at the entrance, and in forts to be built on the 
peaks of the highest points that surround it inland, the 
guns from which will command the approaches and the an- 
chorage in the gulf. 

The moat surrounding the arsenal is intended to embrace 
the space now occupied by the village of St. Vito, a small 
place on the edge of the gulf, where the ordnance establish- 
ment is located, The erection of buildings has progressed 
here so far as to allow of the introduction of machines for 
boring, turning, and rifling cannon, and of casting shot and 
shells for the navy. Noguns are yet cast here, but progress 
is being made for the establishment of a cannon foundry. 
Shells for the Armstrong guns now in service are cast at this 
establishment—some chilled after the manner of Palliser. 

In the harbor of Spezzia I found the gunnery ship, the 
Re Galantuomo, which I visited and inspected. The daily 
exercises were going on at the time of my visit, and [ had an 
opportunity of witnessing them. I was struck by their fa- 
miliar character, and on inquiring, found that the entire 
system is shaped after the model of the Becelle nt in England. 





The text-book, of which I have secured a copy, is almost en- 
tirely a translation of that of the Excellent, and the results 
in a measure approach the same standard as are reached by 
the training on board of that vessel. The only difference 
that I could detect in the system consists in the separation of 
officers and men in the instruction. During eight months of 
the year the vessel is devoted to the instruction of sailors for 
seamen gunners, of whom 300 are passed yearly into the ser- 
vice; the remaining four months are devoted to the instruc- 
tion of officers passing for sub-lieutenants and lieutenants, 
whose attendance is obligatory. At the time of my visit the 
instruction of seamen gunners was progressing, and I could 
not help remarking the effect of discipliae and training upon 
this race of men, generally talkative and noisy. Perfect si- 
lence reigned among the men; the officers were too noisy in 
their orders and instruction, but the men were perfectly si- 
lent, and executed their changes from one position to anoth- 
er with a oat-like celerity, leaping from side to side with as- 
tonishing rapidity. The men were exercised without shoes, 
and entered into the spirit of the exercise con amore. There 
can be no doubt that the great efforts being made in Italy to 
raise her navy to that ofa first-class power is much sustain- 
ed and advanced by the presence on board of her ships of 
this grade of trained gunners who are being constantly 
drafted from this gunnery ship. ; ‘ ; F 

At Fort Santa Maria, near the,mouth of the Gulf of Spez- 
sia, there is an ecole de pyrotechnic, or laboratory, where fuzes 
and primers for the navy are manufactured. The time fuzes 
are driven in wood cases, and the primers are essentially the 
English tube. I have secured specimens of the manufacture. 
The percussion fuzes in use are Armstrongs, and are import- 
ed from England 


At a place called St. Bartolomeo, on the opposite side 
from the Spezzia arsenal, there is a construction yard of 
small dimensions, where there is aow in process of construc- 
tion a vesssel similar to the one already described at Naples. 
This yard will be entirely dismantled, as the arsenal is de- 
signed for construction as well as equipment and repairs, and 
all that work will be concentrated at the one point. 

After leaving Spezzia, the next place that I visited was 
Viareggio. The station of Viareggio is situated on the 
beach, about ten miles from Pisa, and is devoted to the work 
of proving guns, trying ranges, determining velocities, and 
in fact to all experiments in ordnance and ammunition. It 
is the Shoeburyness of Italy, so far as concerns the navy. 
Three officers of the navy are stationed here, and they seem 
well fitted for their work. The ground is admirably selected, 
the soil consisting of fine sand, quite level, and affording a 
range of six miles. No firing is done over the water, and the 
grazes can all be marked with certainty onthe ground. On 
the ground were a few guns in a firing battery, and at a con- 
venient distance a small building in which the instruments 
were placed for use. Screens and targets were in position, 
with their wires communicating with the batteries and the 
instruments in the building, and preparations seemed com- 
pleted for continuing experiments as soon as the season would 
permit. At this time the attention of this department of the 
service is especially attracted to explosives, the late experi- 
ments in England having developed the uselessness of strain- 
ing guns by using the fine grain powder, or “‘ poudre brutale,’’ 
as itis styled. [It is to our own distinguished ordnance of- 
ficer, General Rodman, that the introdnetion of the large 
grain, mammoth, or pebble and prismatic powders, now so 
universally recognized as preferable, is due.—Ep. JouRNAL.] 
The large-grained powder is found to give better results in 
velocity, and not to strain the gun; the form, character, den- 
sity, etc., of the large grain to be adopted, is now the problem 
to be solved, and powders of various forms and specific 
gravity have been manufactured for experimental use in 
Italy, and the results of the experiments will decide which 
shall be adopted. The pebble, pellet, and cubic powders 
manufactured in Italy for these experiments seem to be most 
admirably made, and in its supply of powder Italy promises 
soon to be independent. The prismatic powder is not 
though’ much of, the preference thus far being given to a 
powder of a uniform-sized grain, of the form of a cube. 

The instruments in use are Navez Leur’s, and that of Lz 
BovuLangeg, preference being given to the latter. It is the 
instrument that I have already recommended for adoption, 
and of which a description is forwarded from England. 

The establishment of this proving ground, as in the case of 
the establishment of the gunnery ship, proves the earnestness 
of the efforts made here for advancement, and points the way 
to other naval powers who have taken no steps in the same 
direction. Even our own Government might be advantaged 
in following such a lead. 


I visited Genoa for the purpose of inspecting the arsena}, 
which I found in a state of disorganization consequent on 
the transfer of all material to Spezzia. A large vessel, a 
hulk, was loading at the time of my visit, to be towed around 
when ready. Itis intended that by the end of the year the 
transfer shall be completed, and the arsenal turned over to 
the authorities of the city. Work is continued on an armor- 
plated vessel, which was consiracled at Genoa, and which 


a ROTEL Car eR ASEM 
must be completed to a certain point before she can be sent 
out for the passage to Spessia. The vessel lies in the basin 
with her armor on, and a portion of her engines in. She is 
similar.in construction to the vessels building in Naples and 
Speszia. 








ARMY REFORM IN ENGLAND. 
(Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 

THE state of the army continues to cause much anxe 
iety in England. Both in Parliament and out of it, in 
public meetings, in speeches of members to their con- 
stituents, and in private life, the army and the proposed 
reform are the subjects befere which all others pale into 
comparative insignificance. This is not due to one of 
those oft-recurring panics which sensible men laugh 
at, but which occasionally, as in ’48, in’52, and in 60, sent 
a tremor through the whole country, which lasted a 
week, and was then laughed at and forgotten. Ever since 
the first great successes of the Prussian armies, unpleas- 
ant comparisons between that army and the small Eng- 
lish force have been the “ talk of the town.” The press 
took up the chorus, and the reflections it made on Eng- 
land’s state for offence or defence were certainly not re- 
assuring. Then, when it was known that both belliger- 
tens were dissatisfied with the part England was acting ; 
and later still, when the special correspondents at the 
headquarters of the Prussian army wrote of plans openly 
discussed and matured in high military society at Ver- 
sailles; and again when an official organ of the Prussian 
government plainly said that England was the power in 
Europe that could least think of urging her views on the 
King of Prussia respecting peace and mediation, since 
her army was so ridiculously small and inefficient that 
her policy must necessarily be one of “ effacement”— 
when all these things became known the feeling of inse- 
curity was increased tenfold. The Russian note, too, 
opened the nation’s eyes and caused men who had pre- 
viously looked upon the scanty force quartered in Eng- 
land and Ireland with proud complacency, as being the 
most efficient of European armies for its size, to recog- 
nize the fact that its size was altogether out of keeping 
with what might possibly, even probably, be required of 
it. The nation is awakened to the fact that England is 
in an almost defenceless condition ; that what is called 
her first line of defence, the fleet, once turned, evaded, o 
otherwise disposed of, there is positively no adequate 
force at hand to face an invading army. 

Parliament met in due course. The Queen’s speech 
spoke of the necessity for reform in the army, and men’ 
minds were quieted. The feeling of doubt passed and 
gave way to one of expectation. It was known that the 
army was to be‘revolutionized,‘and thoughts were 
now turned to the probable manner of doing it. Then 
came Mr. Cardwell’s bill. At first both the 
press and the nation approved it. That 
the ministry had the pluck to propose the abolition of 
purchase took most persons by surprise; and so .radical 
a reform gave to the bill generally a look of more com- 
plete reorganization on a new basis than it really pos- 
sessed ; for, beyond this measure, there was little in the 
new bill which could be characterized as new or im- 
portant. Purchase had so often been attacked by would- 
be reformers, and so often maintained by overwhelming 
majorities, that when people heard government itself, 
and more especially the economieal government, had de- 
creed that the systcm of purchase must be abolished at 
an outlay of from eight to twelve millions sterling— 
when the people learned this without further examining 
the bill, they pronounced it good and sufficient, being 
persuaded that a bill which contained so radicala mea- 
sure must contain other measures to meet the other 
evils. 

But with time came a calmer judgment. People slept 
over it, and on awaking found the government measure 
was not so efficient after all; in fact, that the proposed 
reforms were trivial, useless, insufficient, and utterly be- 
low what had been clamorously asked for and iu a degree 
promised. It was the old system of patching up once 
again. And to cover the insufficiency of the measure, 
and as a sort of screen under the egis and protection of 
which the trumpery bill might be passed, long-doomed 
purchase received its last kick. In a very few days 
public feeling was all the othe: way; and now people sro 
as clamorous as ever for a really useful measure. 

To me it seems simply incomprehensible that the 
Gladstone government did not bring out & measure com- 
pletely reorganizing the army, creating compulsory sex- 
vice, amalgamating the militia and volunteers, and mak- 
ing both those forces a nursery or reserve for the linc. 





Mr. Gladstone's popularity is on the wane; the number 
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his followers is daily beooming smaller; and yet here| ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1872, and for 
is an opportunity for him to have the whole nation on other purposes (General Nature No. 46).” 


of 


his side and to increase his own majority in the House of 
Commons, and the:opportunity is neglected. 

“It is quite usdlesé to’ point out to you the great imper- 
fections uf thé government measure; you will have-re- 
miarked the dbsurd provision which waits for a “ great 
‘emiergency” before compelling general service between 
certain ages. ‘““The emergén¢cy” may be an enomy knock- 
ing for admittance, or perhups with London in his pos- 
session. For in these days invasions closely follow 
declarations of war, and if the ministry of the day await 
a declaration of war before giving orders for compulsory 
service, the enemy may be attempting a descent on the 

coast before a single fresh man is enrolled, not to men- 

tion the time necessary to clothe, arm, and equip him, or 
the months’ drill before he can possibly be sent into the 
field. 

The battle in the Commons is over the question of 
purchase, the military members rallying to a man to 
support the old custom, with the exception of a few offi- 
cers sitting on the government benches. 

I believe that the general outcry for a more compre- 
hensive measure may load Mr. Disraeli to make of it a 
party question. By judicious manwuvring, he will at- 
tempt, and not unlikely succeed, to make Mr. Gladstone 

the unpleasant purchase clause, after which he 

PDisracli) will outbid the Liberals, and, with a complete 

in all affairs military in England, he will tri- 
um tly return to office. This appears to me to be 
the most likely manner in which England may be made 
secure by a strong, numerous, and popular army. 

Meetings are now held everywhere to urge govern- 
ment to bring out a more comprehensive bill. Other 
meetings are convened for the purpose of expressing dis- 
satisfaction at the pro enormous outlay for the 
abolition of purchase. It does certainly appear iniqui- 
tous that while a government which professes above all 
things to be economical, proposes to load the estimates 
with a sum varying from £8,000,000 to £12,000,000 to 
purchase out purchase, they should permit the continu- 
ance of such jobbery as is to be meh Nigh Bette. - 
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GENERAL ORDERS—SERIES OF 1871. 
‘War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, } 
Wasuineton, March 15, 1871. 
General Orders No. 22. 
Directions for Folding, Briefing, and Endorsing Official 
Letters. 








I. Whenever more than three pages of the sheet 
used are required forthe body of the communication, 
an additional half sheet, or more if necessary, will be 
neatly pasted to the first sheet so that the outer page 
mer left entirely blank. 

Letter paper will be folded in three, foolscap in 
four equal folds, parallel with the writing. The inner 
ey the sheet is the top when folded. The left hand 
fold of the outer page is the first fold. 

Ill. The first fold is used exclusively for a brief 
analysis of the contents of the original communication, 
the office marks, and noting of enclosures. 

IV. Endorsements commence at top of the second 
fold and follow each otherin regular order of date on 
the successive folds, leaving room after each for office 


V. Im no case will a loose wrapper be placed around an 
official paper except as a mere covering. But additional 
space for endorsements will Se provided by neatly past- 

cy ie paper on the under side of the last fold— 

t d edge of the original paper—each slip to 
correspond in len; and width (when pasted on) with 
ths keugth and width of the original folds, and to turn 
back upon the last fold like the leavesofa book. By 
this arrangement the first fold on which the office marks 
and brief are made is always outside. 

Vi. All enclosures are numbered and bear the proper 
office marks. Enclosures of the —— communication 
are noted on the first fold just below the brief. If 
others are added when an endorsement is made, the 
number of them is noted at the foot of their apropriate 
endorsement, and also on the first fold of the original 
communication, and to the latter ridtation is added the 
number of the endorsement to which they belong, thus: 
One Enclosure-Fifth Endorsement. Enclosures to endorse- 
ments are numbered in the same series as those to the 


bay aye paper, and the number of the endorsement to | do 
ch the 


y belong is added below. 

If few in number and not — enclosures may | be 
kept inside the original paper. If otherwise, they will 
be folded together in a wrapper marked “ Enclosures,” 
as an accompanying pac ‘ 

;, VIL. Officers through whose hands official papers pass 
will make the enclosures and slips attached secure when 


a oe not so. ; 
i A model is sent herewith to post. commanders 
for reference, and the observance of this system is to 
be | them on officers of their command. 


By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. Townsenb, Adjutant-General. 
— 

General Orders No. 25, dated March 17, 1871, publish 
the “act making appropriations for the repair, preserva- 
tion, and completion of certain public works on rivers and 
harbors, and for other purposes (General Nature No, 50).” 
General Orders No. 28 publish a portion of the “ act mak- 


tng appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- | ing 





Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 17, 1871. 


General Orders No. 26. 


The following extract from an act of Congress is§pub- 
lished for the information and government of all con- 


cerned 
(GenznaL Naturg—No, 47.) 
Aw Acr making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the Government for the fiscal y rs 
ending June a hundred and seventy, and June 
thirty, eighteen huni and seventy-one, and for former 
years, and for other purposes, .« 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums are (or) so much thereof as may be necessary, be and the same 
are hereby appropriated for the objects hereinafter expres:ed, 
namely; 
WAR DEPARTMENT. ° 
For the purchase of horses for the cavalry and artillery and In- 
dian scouts, two hundred thousand dollars. 
For the purchise and manufacture of clothing for the Army and 
for camp and garrison equi . two hundred thousand dollars. 
For contingencies of the Army, to enable the Secretary of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of disbursing officers for expendi- 
tures already lawfully made, a transfer of other balances on the 
books of the Treasury to this account is hereby authorized to the 
amount of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
To pay fees of attorneys-at-law employed by the War Depart- 
ment; expenses of suits incurred previous to act of June twenty- 
hteen hundred and seventy, creating Department of Jus- 
tice; the costs and charges of State penitentiaries: the care and 
maintenance of United States military convicts confined in them ; 
the pay of detectives and scouts; and for compensation of provost- 
marshals employed by the mag | of War in eighteen hundred 
and sixty-two, the appro’ ion for the fiscal year{s} hteen 
hundred and sixty-nine and eighteen hundred and seventy having 
been exhausted, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of medical and hospital caption, pay of private 
physicians employed in emergencies, hire of hospital attendan 
expense of purveying depots, of medical examining boards, an 
other incidental expenseg of the Medical Department, one hundred 
thousand dollars. ; 

To pay the costs and charges of State penitentiaries for the care, 

, Maintenance, and medical attendance, and like necessa- 
ries of United States military convicts confined therein, thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For repairing and perme J new roof on the cadet quarters at 
West Point, recently destroyed by fire, forty thousand dollars, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary. 

PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 

Pay of the Army—For pay to officers, nine hundred and eight 
thousand three hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three 
cents. 

sapeny Pee allowance puid to officers of the Army while travel- 
a, uty without troops, two hundred th d doll 

Clothing to disc soldiers — For 
soldiers for clothing not drawn, nine hun and nine thousand 
four hundred and eighty-three dollars and twenty cents. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 


For extra pay to soldiers employed under the direction of the 
Quartermaster’s Department in the erection of barracks, quarters, 
storehouses, and hospitals; in the construction of roads and other 
constant labor for periods of not less than ten days, including those 
employed as clerks at division and d ent headquarters; ex- 
penses of expresses to and from the tier posts and armies in 
the field; of escorts to paymasters and other disbursing officers, 
and to trains where mili escorts eannot be furnished; expenses 
of the interment of officers killed in action or who die when on dut 
in the field or at posts on the frontier or other places where ord: 
by the Secretary of War, and of non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers ; authorized office furniture; hire of laborers in the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, including the hire of interpreters, spi 
and guides for the Army; compensation to clerks to officers of the 
Quartermaster’s Department ; compensation of fo and wagon- 
masters ; for the apprehension, securing, and delivery of deserters, 
and the expenses incident to nnd peat me and for the following 
expenditures required for the several regiments of cavalry, the bat- 
teries of light artillery, and such companies of infantry as may be 
mounted, namely: the purchase of travelling forges, blacksmith’s 
and shoeing tools, horse and mule shoes, and _ nails, iron, and steel 
for shoeing, hire of veteri surgeons, medicines for horses and 
mules, picket ropes, and for shoeing the horses of the corps above 
named ; also, generally, the proper and authorized fo apn: for the 
movement and operations of the Army not ex y sesigned to 
any other d ent, three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

‘or hire of quarters for officers on military duty ; hire of quarters 
for troops, of storehouses for the safe keeping of = stores, 
and Canna ene genteanes ees fen oe pee) af a, 
rary hu ospi and s , and for re og public dings 
at established posts, three hundred thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the office of the Quartermaster- 
General, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Signal Office— 





Observation and report of storms: For expenses 
of the manufacture, purchase, or repair of meteorological and other 
necessary instruments; for telegraphing ——— for ex of 
storm-signals aqeesasing probable approach and force of storms ; 
for instrument shelters; for hire and expense of officers maintained 
for public use in cities or ports receiving reports; for maps, bulle- 
tins, to be displayed in chambers of commerce and -of-trade 
rooms; for books and stationery and for incidental expe not 
otherwise — for, twenty-nine thousand two hundred dollars: 
Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be expended for 
— + hing at greater rates than those which are or may be fixed 
by ‘ostmaster-Ge: _in pursuance of the second section of 
chapter two hundred and thirty of the statutes of eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six. 


CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE ARMY. 


For annual repairs of the President’s house, three thousand nine 
hundred and four dollars und eighty-four cents. 

For refurnishing the President’s house, eleven thousand four 
hundred and sixty-four dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

To make up deficiency in eg for Capitol policefor the 
fiscal year ending June thirty, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, 
eleven thousand five hunired and forty-four dollars, as follows: 
For one captain, two hundred and eighty-eight dollars; for two 
lieutenants, at three hundred dollars each, six hundred dollars ; 
for twenty-five privates for twelve months, at three hundred and 
eighty-four dollars each per annum, nine thousand and six hundred 
;. for three privates for eleven months, at three hundred and 
— dollars each per annum, one thousand and fifty-six 


: Approved March 3, is71. ° 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TownsEnD, Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 18, 1871, 

General Orders No. 29. 

L. The attention of officers detailed as judge-advocates 

or recorders of courts-martial is called to the require- 

— of paragraphs 892 and 893, Revised Kegulations 


II. Every record of the proceedings of a court-martial 
will hereafter be endorsed on the first fold by the judge- 
advocate or recorder of such court, with name ot the 
place where the court is held; the date when the pro- 
; the designation of order conven- 


ceedings were si 
ing the court ; names of presiding officer, j ° 
Srepee. 206 he eens Se ithe fallow 





yment to discharged P. 


i 





Aprm 1, 1871. 





Proceedings of ral court- al, sei ty Spcaal Or 
i of a gene martial, conven y Speci - 
ders No. —, dated headquarters Department of —, January 


—, 1871. 
- Colonel A———, B———,, 
Cavalry, 
President. 
Lieutenant C——— D———, 














Infantry, 
Judge-advocate. 
CASE TRIED, 
Private E-—— F——-, 
Artillery. 





By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D, TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasaincton, March 20, 1871. 

General Orders No, 330. 

Commencing with the first quarter of 1871, only one 

copy of the quarterly return of ordnance and ordnance 


-'| stores, with complete set of vouchers, will be required 


to be sent to the Ordnance Bureau. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
‘ E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 20, 1871. 

General Orders No. 31. 
The following act of Congress is published for the in- 
formation and government of all concerned: 
Aw Acr to authorize the restoration of James Belger to the rank of 

major and quartermaster in the Army. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President 
be and he is’hereby authorized to restore James Belger to the rank 
of major and quartermaster in the Army, to date from the day of 
his restoration to his said rank under this act. 
Approved March 3, 1871. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TownsEND, Adjutant-General. 





War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, ? 
WASHINGTON, March 20,1871. § 
General Orders No. 32. 

The following joint resolution of Congress is publish- 
ed for the information and government of all concerned: 
(Parvate ResoLtvurion—No. 16.) 

JorntT Resouvrtiox for the relief of William P. Thomasson. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America wm Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be authorized and directed to adjust and settle the claim of William 
. Thomasson, and reimburse him in a sum not exceeding four 
hundred and seventy-seven dollars and seventy cents for judgments 
and costs imposed tipon him by the Court of Common Pleas of 
Jefferson county, Kentucky : Provided, That he finds, upon inves- 
tigation, that said judgments were rendered against said Thomas- 
son on account of acts done by him officially while he was acting as 
superintendent of freedmen’s affairs of said county of Jefferson, and 
the said sum of four hundred and seventy-seven dollars and seventy 
cents, or so much as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise approp:iated. 
Approved March 3, 1871. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General 





Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 21, 1871. ; 
General Orders No. 33. 
At the request of the Department of State, the 


ment of those concerned : 

Private correspondence from persons in the military 
service of the United States abroad, which they may 
desire to have forwarded through the despatch agents 
of the United States, should be addressed, under cover, 
to the War Department. : 

By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 








ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Iseued from the Adjutant-General’s Qffice for the week ending 
March 28, 1871. 


Monday, March 20. 
For the purpose of an appraisement of a certain tract 
or lot of land in the village of Mackinaw, Michigan, on 
which stands the so-called Mission House, which is au 
thorized by an act of Congress approved March 2, 1871 
to be conveyed to E. A, Franks, on payment by him of 
the value thereof, a commission is hereby instituted to 
meet in Mackinaw on the 30th March, 1871, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable. The commission will be com- 
posed of Dr. John R. Bailey and Mr. James Lasley, of 
Mackinaw, and Assistant Surgeon S. S. Jessop, U. 8. 
Army, and will make their report to this Department. 
Tuesday, March 21. 

Paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 102, March 13, 1871, 
from this office, relieving — Garrick Maller y, First 
Infantry, from his present duties and directing him to 
join his command, is for the present suspended. 

The resignation of Captain Peter 8. Michie, Corps of 
Engineers, has been accepted by the President, to take ef 


fect February 14, 1871. 
Under paragraph 3, General Orders No. 2, current se- 


; ries, from this office, a medical board, to consist of As 


sistant Surgeon-General Charles H. Crane, Surgeon Basil 
Norris, Surgeon John S. Billings, will assemble at the 
Surgeon-General’s office on the 25th instant, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, for the examination of Chaplain 
Thaddeus B. MoFalls. The junior member of the board 
will record the proceedings, which will, upon their com- 
pletion, be forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the 


The leave of absence granted Captain John W. Turner, 
commissary of subsistence, in Special Orders No. 36, 
March 1, 1871, from headquarters Military Division of 
the Pacific, is hereby extended three months. 
. Leave.of absence for six months is hereby granted 
First, Lieutenant James M. Lancaster, Third Artillery 
Leave of ease he in months, to take effect at such 
time as the commanding officer Department of Dakot 
may indicate, is hereby granted Second Lieutenant Oscat 
D. Tadley Twenty-second Infantry 
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Wednesday, March 22. 


Leave of absence for four months is hereby granted 
Captain Carlile Boyd, Seventeenth Infantty. : 

Second Lieutenant A. D. Schenck, Second Artillery, 
will proceed without delay to St. Louis Arsenal, Mis- 
souri, and report in person to the superintendent 
Mounted Recruiting Service, to accompany the first de- 
tachment of recruits sent to the Military Division of the 
Pacific. Upon completion of this duty he will join his 

er station. ° 

me board of officers, to consist of Captain James MeMil- 
lan, Third Artillery ; Assistant Surgeon John 8. Billings, 
First Lieutenant Thomas H. Bradley, Twenty-first In- 
fantry, will assemble in this city on the 24th instant, or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, to examine into und re- 
port upon the qualifications of Morris Keim, late ser- 
geant Second Battalion Veteran Reserve Corps, for ap- 
pointment as superintendent of national cemetery. The 
applicant must fulfil the conditions prescribed in Gene- 
ral Urders No. 64 of 1867 from this office. The junior 
member of the board will act as recorder. 


Friday, March 24. 


On the recommendation of the regimental commander, 
the following transfers in the First Artillery are hereby 
announced: First Lieutenant Thomas H. B. Counsel- 
man, from Company C to Company M; First Lieutenant 
Joseph P. Sanger, from Company M to Company C. 
Lieutenant Sanger will join his proper company without 
delay. 

So much of paragraph 2, Special Orders No. 112, 
March 20, 1871, from this office, as directs First Lien- 
tenant J. T. Kirkman, Tenth Infantry, to report in per- 
son to the superintendent General Recruiting Service, 
New York city, to accompany a detachment of recruits 
to his regiment, is hereby revoked. Lieutenant Kirk- 
man, having been relieved from duty on recruiting ser- 
vice, will proceed to join his proper station. 

Saturday, March 25. 


A board of examination having found Second Lieuten- 
ant Andrew OC. Bayne, Sixth Infantry, “ incapacitated 
for active service,” and that, in the judgment of the 
board, said incapacity is due to disease contracted or 
from exposure in the line of duty, the President directs 
that his name be placed upon the list of retired officers of 
that class in which the disability resulted from long and 
faithful service or from sicknessor exposure in the line 
of duty, in accordance with s@fious 16 and 17 of the act 
of August 3, 1861. 


ARMY PERSONAL. 





LEAVE of absence for thirty days was granted Captain 
A. T. Smith, Eighth Infantry, March 20. 

LEAVE of absence for ten days was granted Captain 
H, A. Du Pont, Fifth Artillery, March 21. 

THE leave of absence granted Captain F. E. Taylor, 
First Artillery, was extended ten days March 18. 

LEAVE of absence for ten days was granted First 
Lieutenant E. D. Wheeler, First Artillery, March 27. 

Caprramn E. W. Smith, Eighteenth Infantry, is an- 
nounced as aide-de-camp to the commanding general De- 
partment of the South. 

THE extension to the leave of absence granted Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel L. C. Hunt, Twentieth Infantry, was 
further extended ten days March 20. 

LEAVE of absence for seven days was granted Captain 
Philip L. Lee, Tenth Cavalry, by orders from headquar- 
ters Department of the Missouri, March 18. 

Assistant Surgeon H. R. Tilton, U. S. Army, was 
ordered March 20 to proceed without delay to David's 
Island, New York Harbor, and report to the command- 
ing officer for duty as post surgeon. 

ACTING Assistant Surgeon A. I. Oomfort, U. 8. Army, 
was ordered March 22 to comply with the order reliev- 
ing him from duty at Fort Randall, and ordering him 
to Fort Sully, D. T., for duty. 

THE orders directing First Lieutenant Henry Romeyn, 
Fifth Infantry, to proceed from Fort Leavenworth to 
Fort Wallace, Kansas, having been issued undera mis- 
apprehension, have been rescinded. 

Major J, E. Yard, Twentieth Infantry, having report- 
ed at the headquarters Department of i)akota, in aceord- 
ance with orders from the War Department, was as- 
signed March 15 to duty at Fort Totten, D. T. 

First Lieutenant Henry Jackson, Seventh Cavalry, 
acting signal officer, Fort Leavenworth, was ordered 
March 20 to proceed to Fort Wallace, Kansas, and re- 
turn, on business connected with his department. 

CAPTAIN Augustus G. Robinson, assistant quarter- 
master U.S. Army, and Assistant Surgeon Alfred De- 
lany, U. 8. Army, were detailed March 22 as members 
of the General Court-martial convened at Fort Hays, 
Kansas. 


THE following confirmations were made by the Sen- 
ute, March 28: James Belger, to be major and quarter- 
master in the Army; Lieutenant-Colonel George L. An- 
drews, to be colonel; Major Levi C. Bootes, to be lieuten- 
ant-colonel. 

THE General Court-martial of which Captain E. V. 
Sumner, First Cavalry, is president, was ordered March 
16 to reconvene at Carlisle Barracks, Pa., on March 21, 
for reconsideration of the case of Private Frank Saladin, 
Permanent Troop. 

Major Henry ©. Hodges, quartermaster U. 8. Army, 
was ordered March 25 to proceed to Oarlisle Barracks, 
Pennsylvania, and inspect the public buildings at that 
post, and report what repairs, if any, are necessary to put 
them in proper order. 

First Lieutenant ©. D. Wheeler, First Artillery, was 
relieved March 27, and First Lieutenant J, H. Counsel- 
man, adjutant First Artillery, detailed & mem- 
ber of the General Court-martial convened at Fort Ham- 
ilton, New York Harbor. 


Frest Lieutenant George Atcheson, Seventh Infantry, 
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now on temporary duty at Fort Shaw, M. T., was or- 
dered March 16 to proceed without delay, via Corinne, 
U. T., Omaha, Nebraska, and the Missourijriver, to join 
his company at Fort Buford, D. T. 

THE following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the wesk ending March 28, 
1871: Second Lieutenant L. M. Longshaw, Fourth In- 
fantry ; First Lieutenant Uharles F. Roe, Eleventh In- 
fantry ; Second Lieutenant O. H. Howard, Fifth Artil- 
lery; Captain D. J. Downing, U. S. Army. 

The following medical officers were ordered March 13 
to proceed without delay to Drum Barracks, California, 
and report to the commanding (officer Department of 
Arizona for assignment to duty: Acting Assistant 
Surgeon John La Baree, U. 8. Army; Acting Assistant 
Surgeon C. B. Brierly, U. S. Army. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Robert Williams, assistant ad- 
jutant-general U. 8S. Army, having reported in person 
for duty to the commanding general of the Department 
of the Missouri, in accordance with instructions from 
| the General of the Army, is announced as assistant 
adjutant-general of that department. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Plattsburgh Barracks, N. Y., March 29. Detail for the 
court: Captain Richard Arnold, Fifth Artillery ; Captain 
L. L. Langdon, First. Artillery ; First Lieutenant Joseph 
Keefe, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant D. D. Wheeler, 
First Artillery; First Lieutenant Luigi Lomia, Fifth 
Artillery; Second Lieutenant W.B. McCallum, Fifth 
Arti'ery. First Lieutenant J. P. Sanger, First Artil- 
lery. judge-advocate. 


LigvTENANT S. P. Jocelyn, formerly first lieuten- 
ant Sixth U. 8. Infantry, one of the Army officers recent- 
ly mustered out, has been reappointed by the President. 
Lieutenant Jocelyn had been for a long time on duty as 
assistant to General Hazen, superintendant of Indian af- 
fairs, and his restoration was urgently advised by that 
officer and by General Pope, commanding the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Trumbull, Conn., March 28. Detail for the court: 
Captain G. A. Kensel, Fifth Artillery; Assistant Sur- 
geon D. L. Huntington, U.S. Army; First Lieutenant 
C. C. McConnell, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant 8. 
M. Mills, Jr., Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant Frank 
Thorp, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant T. R. Adams, 
Fifth Artillery. Second Lieutenant Eric Bergland, 
Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


CaPTaIn John Hartley, Twenty-second Infantry, was 
relieved March 17 from duty as a member of the Gene- 
ral Court-martial appointed by Special Orders from 
headquarters Department of Dakota. Captain George 
H. Cram, Twenty-second Infantry, is detailed in his 
| Upon his arrival at Lower Brulé Agency, D. T., 

aptain George H. Cram, Twenty-second Infantry, will 
ussume command of that post, relieving Captain John 
Hartley, Twenty-second Infantry, who will return with- 
out delay to his proper station, Fort Randall, D. T. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Lyon, U. T., March 28. Detail for the court: Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel John R. Brooke, Third Infantry ; Captain 
Jacob F. Kent, Third Infantry; First Lieutenant Ed- 
mund Rice, Fifth Infantry; First Lieutenant Henry 
Romeyn, Fifth Infantry; First Lieutenant Samuel W. 
Bonsall, Third Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Melville C. 
Wilkinson, Third Infantry; Second Lieutenent John W. 
Hannay, Third Infantry. Captain William H. Penrose, 
Third Infantry, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Independence, Massachusetts, March 29. Detail 
for the court: Major W. Hays, Fifth Artillery ; Assist- 
ant Surgeon W. H. Gardner, U. 8. Army; First Lieu- 
tenant D. H. Kinzie, Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant 
John McClellan, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant A. 
L. Morton, Fifth Artillery; Second Lieutenant W. B. 
Weir, Fifth Artillery. First Lieutenant F. Robinson, 
Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 

THE following officers were registered at headquarters 
Military Division of the Pacific from March 1 to March 
21, 1871: Major N. Bowen, Corps of Engineers; First 


M. Dudley, Third Cavalry; Captain C. C. C. Carr, First 
Cavalry ; First Lioutenant A. P. Greene, Fourth Artil- 
lery ; Captain James Biddle, First Cavalry ; First Lieu- 
tenant Charles C. Cresson, First Cavalry ; Captain R. F. 
Bernard, First Cavalry ; Acting Assistant Surgeon C. 
W. Knight; Acting Assistant Surgeon S. 8S. Boyer; 
Acting Assistant Surgeon F. S. Stirling; Acting As- 
sistant Surgeon J. U. Skinner. 

BEFORE a General Court-martial which convened at 
Fort Buford, D. T., and of which Captain Charles C. 
Rawn, Seventh Infantry, is president, Captiin Alonzo 
A. Cole, Seventh Infantry, was arraigned and tried on 
the charge, first: “‘ Making a false muster, in violation of 
the 15th Article of War;” second, “ Using an enlisted 
man as 4 servant, in violation of the 14th section of an act 
of Congress entitled ‘An act making appropriations for 
the support of the Army, for the year ending June 30, 
1871, and for other purpo-es,’ approved July 15, 1870, to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline.” In 
accordance with the pleading of the accused the court 
found him guilty of the specification, first charge, “but 
without criminal intent;” of the first charge, “ Not 
guilty ;” of the specification, second charge, “‘ Guilty ex- 
cepting the words ‘and subsequent to the promulgation 
of General Orders No. 92, of July 22, 1870, from the 
headquarters of the Army, publishing for the govern- 
ment of all concerned the act of Congress hereinbefore 
named, in violation of said act of Congress,’ and of the 
excepted words—Not guilty ; ” of the second charge, “Not 
guilty.” The proceedings, findings, and acquittal in 
the foregoing case are confirmed by Major-General 
Hancock, who adds the statement that “this officer 
was mustered out of the service in General Orders 
No. 1, current series, from the War ent—the 


ings of his trial not having been received by the 
ent commander until after the date of said or- 
der.” 





Lieutenant Moses Harris, First Cavalry; Major N. A. | Po 





CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tar follo Beet Oe ee ae reas 
ported at the War Department since report: ; oT Ae 


Company D, Third Cavalfy, assigned to duty at Camp McDowell, 
ison ay F, Third Ca my ceesiia Tucson, : 
yt; v: now a sf : 
Mostanesan Fourth Cav: from Fort Concho, Tex., to 
Richardson, Tex., March eyalry, from 5 : 


Com C, Seventh Cavalry, assigned to duty at Unionville, 
C., March 22, — 


Company D, Seventh Cavalry, to duty at Mount V 
Napanee tae ag coh "oar 


a I, Seventh Cavalry, assigned to duty at Bagdad, Ky., 


Company M, First Artillery, arrived at Plattsburgh Barracks, 
from Fort Hamilton, New You harbor, March 18, 


, 

Company I, Third Artillery, arrived at Charleston, 8. C., from 
Key West. Fia,, March 19.” ga 
company ©, Fourth Infantry, assigned to duty at Lancaster, Ky., 

arch 22. . 
iteer I, Fourth Infantry, assigned to duty at Lebanon, Ky., 

Company H, Sixth Infan from Ch and 
Agency, to Fort Gibson, Indian Ter. March9, Ordered Tarr gp) 

_Company A, Sixteenth Infantry, from Louisville, Ky., to Nash- 
ville, Tenn., Mach 22. Ordered. 

Company C, Sixteenth Infantry, from Lebanon, Ky., to Aber- 
deen, Miss., March 22. Ordered. 


' THE NAVY. 
VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE Shawmut has been at the Brooklyn Navy-yard 
awaiting sailing orders fer several months. After tak- 
ing in her ordnance stores at the Bat she will sail on 
her trial trip. She is in excellent condition. 


TuE Ticonderoga, now the flag-ship of Port-Admiral 
Stringham, came from Boston, two weeks since, when it 
was ascertained that her engines were somewhat out of 
order, and the Naval Constructor was ordered to make 
the usual report concerning the necessary repairs. 

THE mayor and corporation of Southampton have 
visited the United States war steamer Shenandoah, ly- 
ing in the Solent water, on an invitation extended by 
Captain Wells, who, in response to a toast given by the 
mayor, expressed the most friendly sentiments toward 
England. : 

Tue following were confirmed by the Senate, March 
28: Midshipmen C. 8. Richman and Theodoric Porter, to 
be ensigns in the Navy; Lieutenent-Commander John 
N. Quackenbush, retired, to be lieutenant-commander on 
the active list ; First Lieutenant Frank Barr, to be cap- 
tain in the revenue marine service. 


Dr. Kine of the U. 8. Navy, who killed-Chief Engi- 
neer Kellogg last November, has been released from 
arrest by the Secretary of the Navy, and having given 
bonds in the amount of $20,000 for his appearance vat 
the May term of the Circuit Court, was released by the 
civil authorities, and has left Key West. 


THE Alaska, Captain Homer Blake, has lately return- 
ed to Shanghai from a survey of a ey of the 
Yangtse. By far the greatest ion of the 
traffic on that great artery of China is carried on 
American steamers. The survey has been accomplish 
to the entire satisfaction of merchants, shipowners, and 

ilots. 

' A CORRESPONDENT writing from Villa Franche, 
France, March 23, says: “The United States ship Franklin 
leaves here for Naples on the 15th. The Guerriere will 
leave on the 18th for the Levant and the Holy Land, 
touching at some of the most interresting places on our 
way. All well. ‘The Richmond has just returned from 
Barcelona and will remain here during the absence of 
the flag-ship.” . 

THE U. 8. store-ship Relief sailed Tuesday for Phila- 
delphia, to convey contributions of that city to the desti- 
tute people of France. The list of her officers is: Com- 
mander Geo. H. Perkins, Lieutenant-Commander G. K. 
Haswell, Paymaster J. R. Carmody, Surgeon A, Griffith, 
Lieutenant A. J. Iverson, Lieutenant C. T. Hutchins, 
Master M. Bollas, Master D. Delehanty, Paymaster’s Clerk 
James Roche, Commander’s Clerk Abel Hutchings. 


CoMMODORE Frank Ellery, United States Navy, re- 
tired, died at Castleton, Vermont, on Friday, March 24, 
of congestion of the lungs. He was born in and ap- 
inted from Rhode Island, his first commission ‘datin, 
1812. He was made lieutenant in 1820; command 
the Oyane in the Brazil squadron, 1827 ; on duty at the 
rendezvous at Boston and New York from 1829 te 1887 ; 
commanded the Hnterprise in 1840 ; was retired Septem- 
ber 12, 1855, and was commissioned commodore on the 
retired list in 1862. His age was 76 years and 8 months. 


A CORRESPONDENT informs us that the flag-shi 
Franklin, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Charles 8. 
Boggs, commanding the European Fleet, was at Ville 
Franche, France, on the Ist of March, and would sail 
about the 12th on a cruise on the coast of Italy, touching 
at Naples, Leghorn, Malta, etc. During the stay of the 
Franklin at Ville Franche Lieutenant-General Sheridan 
visited the ship, and was received with the customary 
honors. The Richmond, now at Barcelona, will be at 
Ville Franche about the 10th of March, and will relieve 
the Franklin. The rest of the fleet are stationed in the 
several ports of France for the protection of American 
interests. 

A BOARD of naval officers, detailed by Admiral Lee 
to inspect and report upon the condition of the six iron- 
clads lying at Key West, have just completed their 
labors. The Admiral recommends that the following 
named vessels be ordered to New-Orleans or Mobile to 
be laid up: Wyandotte, Manhattan, Saugus, and Ajaz. 
The Dictator is to go north for repairs, one of Ler guns 
having been disabled in the last quarterly target ptao- 
tice. What disposition is to be made of the Terror is 
not known. The Swatdra arrived at Key West from 
Havana last week after a long cruise around the West 
Indies. All well on board. C. 
who has served aa chief of staff of the North 
Fleet for nearly two years, has returned home, 
bad health. 


Ar the Mare Island Navy-yard the general: work now 
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amount of moro or less labor is done upon the Lack- 
awanna, Saranac, and Dacotah. Saranac ison the 


dock having a leak stopped. *A heavy piece of work 
bel done inthe a ie doth, the 0 to (arene 
the On dock, the Saranac her 


pene me aera The a a a 
soon be effectually sopges. e steam ‘onterey 
still on the ways. She bas been re awry A the board 
of survey, composed of Captain C. H. Baldwin, otor 
of ordnance, Engineer B. F. Isherwood, and F. W. 
Rhodes, superintendent of machinery, unfit for service, 
and that the machinery be condemned. Work is far ad- 
vanced on the new steam launch for the Pensacola. 

4 REEF has been discovered in the vicinity of the 
Northumberland Islands and off Cape Palmerston. The 
reef (Marsh is awash, and about.a cable in length 
north and south ; from it h 1. island bears N. by E., and 
h Peak Island N. E. 1-2 E. ; this places the position a 
ene J in latitude 21 deg. 42 min. 8., longitude 

49 deg. 48 min. 20sec. E. And a sunken rock in the fair- 
way of the entrance to Suez bay. This rock is a pinna- 
cle rock, with only 18 feet water on it at low water 
springs, and lies 8. 2-3 W. 17-10 miles from the light- 
mae gery 8. 8. E. 2-3 E. 1 9-10 miles from Kal’ ah 
Kebireh beacon. To avoid the danger by day, vessels 
should the light-vessel on with the westernmost 
minaret of the town of Suez. By night, a N. by E. bear- 
ing of the light will lead to the westward of the danger. 
A small red buoy has been temporarily placed on the 


Tive Light-house Board has received official notice 
that a shoal has lately been discovered by the Spanish 
steam vessel Constancia off Bold Point, east coast of 
Palawan, the general extent of which is unknown. It 
had 8 1-2 fathoms on it, sand and coral, where first 
sounded on, but the depth increased to 11 fathoms about 
one mile to the N. W., and again decreased from that 
depth in a W. 8. W. direction. The shoal part lies E. 
by 8. 15 miles from Bold Point, which places it in lati- 
tude 9 deg. 58 1-2 min. north, longitude 119 deg. 25 min. 
east from Greenwich. Also of the existence of two 
patches of shoal water in Durazzo bay, one with 8 feet 
water on it, forming the extreme of several shoals ex- 

southward from Durazzo ; it lies north (easterly) 
2 1-8 miles from the tower on Cape Laghi. And another 
on an extensive shoal with only 2 feet water on it, N. by 
E. 1-3 E., 3 3-4 miles from the tower on Cape Laghi. 
The plan of this bay must be used with caution, as 
several shoals have been reported which cannot be accu- 
rately shown. 

A Nava Court-martial was held in Washington 
some time since to investigate charges of embezzlement 
of public funds and neglect in settling their accounts, 
preferred against Paymasters James 5. Giraud, William 

. Marcy, and Charles H. Lockwood. The findings and 
sentences in the cases having been submtited to the 
Secretary of the Navy, he has confirmed the sentences 
of dismissal from the Navy rendered in each case, but 
has not confirmed the sentences of fine and imprison- 
ment, on the ground that these are of doubtful legality 
and incapable of proper execution under military author- 
ity, while the authority is clear in the civil courts which 
have concurrent jurisdiction of the offence. In the case 
of Paymaster Richard Washington, the court having 
found that he did not appropriate any money to his own 
use, and having recommended him to clemency, the 
sentence of dismissal is mitigated to suspension from 
rank, duty, and pay for the term of six months. This 

ien does not affect the liability of the securities to 
make the loss to the Government, nor interfere 
with the prosecution of the offenders in the civil courts. 








OUR NAVY IN THE CHINESE WATERS. 

Tue Shanghai News Letter, of Febuary 11, contains 
the following items of news: 

Matters here are usually quiet. The principal item of 
interest duriag the month has been the visit of the 
U. 8. steamer A the largest man-of-war I believe 
that has ever been in port. She arrived here on the 8th 
of January from Foochow, and left on the 14th for Shang- 
hai. While in port, the commander, in connection with 
the United States consul, called upon the Chinese 
admiral, the Taotae being absent at the time on a visit 
to the provincial capital. On the following day his call 
was returned by the admiral, accompanied by the Tao- 
tae, who had just returned. The United States consul 
was on board, also Dr. D. B. M’Cartee, who acted as in- 

ter. Captain Blake received the Chinese officials 

with due honors and hospitality, and also very court- 
eously showed them over the ship, the first probably of 
any impertance which they had ever seen, both officers 
being new arrivals at Ningpo and not havingjpreviously 
been stationed at any of the open ports. They seemed 
i at the capacity, power, and ements of 

the ship, as well as with the neatness and order that 
where prevailed. They left the ship apparently 

much gratified with their visit, and no doubt with better 
ideas of the dignity and power of the nation that pro- 
tects its commerce and people with such ships of war. 
The Alaska was visited while in port by many of the 
residents, ladies included, all of whom, so far as I have 
learned, formed bas | high opinions both of the ship and 
of her amicable and courteous commander. At Shang- 
hai an entertainment was given by Captain Blake and his 
officers_Feb. 4.“ At the request of those present,” says 
the News Letier, “the sword was exhibited which the 
tion of the an f of New York presented to Captain 

hile he 


for his intrepid attack on the Alabama, w 
was in command ef the Hatteras. Heremained on board 
his tiny craft, it will be remembered, ing the rebel 





making resurveys of a portion of the river which has 
undergone chan In this important work, which he 
accomplished to the satisfaction of all who do business 
on the great artery of China, he was assisted by a small 
steamer g to the customs service.” The Alaska 
was (Febuary 11) under orders for Japan. 

The flag-ship Colorado, after visiting Nagasaki and 
Kobé, returned again to Nagasaki, and left for Hongkong 
on the 8d instant, without calling at Yokohama, g 
doubtless prevented. from so vig by reason of the 
small-pox prevalent at that port. uring her last stay 
at Nagasaki a serious’accident occurred on board, result- 
ing from the falling of the main yard upon deck, which 
proved fatal to one man, and seriously injured another. 

The Benicia is in quarantine at Yokohama, several 
cases of small-pox having broken out in this vessel, ren- 
dering the establishment of a hospital ashore necessary, 
and to which all the invalids were removed. We hear 
of no deaths among the officers. ‘ 

The Ashuelot is at Tientsin for the winter. The Mon- 
ocacy continues at Farnham’s ye undergoing ex- 
tensive repairs, which will keep her out of service for 
another month. The Palos, flag-ship tender, awaits the 
Admiral’s orders at Hongkong, Commander, D. G. Da- 
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H. B. M. 8. Hornet is the only British man-of-war in 
port. The French man-of-war Venus, and one or two 
gun-boats, have been off and on this station for some 
time past, looking up German vessels. 

The News Letter also gives the following account of an 
episode in the Franco-German war : 

Much discussion has been aroused by the seizure of the 
British bark Robert Rickmers, by the French war- 
steamer Linois. The Robert Rickmers had been until re- 
cently under the North-German flag, but it appears a 
transfer of the ownership was effected in Europe to a 
British firm, and in consequence the vessel had register- 
ed at the British consulate here. She cleared from the 
customs on the 19th, under British colors, and on the 





21st she left Woosung. About twenty-four hours later 
she was followed by the Zinois, and shortly after ca: 
tured, and the crew sent up as prisoners to the Frenc 
steamer Venus. It was at first supposed that the French 
commander was ignorant of the transfer, but it has since 
been declared that such is not the case, and that the ad- 
miral’s instructions are to regard as lawful prize any 
vessel that belonged to the enemy upon the breaking out 
of hostilities, notwithstanding any ee to 
a friendly power. Be this as it may, the Rickmers 
has been sent on to Saigon, where the matter is to be ad- 
judicated upon. In the mean time, the affair has created 
considerable excitement 1n Shanghai. 


SECRETARY ROBESON TO ADMIRAL LEE. 
Tue following letter has been made public: 
Navy DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, 
March 21, 1871. 

To Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, commanding North Atlantic Fleet. 

ApMIRAL : I herewith enclose a copy of aletter which 
purports to have been addressed on the 24th day of Feb- 
ruary last, by the officer commanding the Tennessee, to 
the Hon. Benjamin F. Wade, chairman of the commis- 
sion sent to St. Domingo on that vessel, and. which was 
published in the correspondence of the New York 7ribune 
on the 17th day of the present month. As the orders to 
the commander of the Zennessee were simply to convey 
the commision on their expedition to such points as they 
might desire, and contain nothing further of general in- 
struction or direction, I naturally feel somewhat doubt- 
ful of the authenticity of this letter; but as it has been 
published as authentic and contains much which is cal- 
culated to mislead the people and authorities of St. Do- 
- om as to the true spirit and extent of the orders of 
the Executive to the naval vessels there, and may per- 
haps embarrass to some extent the officers in command of 
those vessels, I thought it right to correct the unfounded 
ideas therein contained, through you, the commandant of 
the fleet in those waters. Yon will percieve that in this 
letter the writer assumes in effect that if any person con- 
nected with the commission was taken prisoner by the 
opponents of the Dominican government within their 
lines, he would be in reality a spy, and might under the 
rules of civilized warfare be treated as such, because the 
United States has, in the opinion of the writer, through 
the orders of its Executive to the naval vessels there, 
chosen to take part in the internal conflicts of the Do- 
minican republic. This statement is unfounded in fact 
and inference, and has evidently been made hastily in 
ignorance of the real circumstances in the case, or in 
misapprehension of their legal effect. The United States 
is dealing with the regularly constituted government of 
the Dominican republic in a manner and for a purpose 
not inconsistent with international law ; and though the 
right of revolution against constituted or for just 
and adequate cause inheres in every people, yet the consti- 
tuted government is, until it isactually overthrown, the le- 
gal representative of the nution in all its relations to other 
people, and the right of revolution does not carry with it 
to the revolutionists, pending their contest, the right 
to treat the agents of other nations as enemies when not 
in arms against them while they are acting, as they have 
an international right to act, in accordance with the 
laws of the existing government. Such treatment with- 
out a formal notice is contrary to the rules of civilized 
warfare, and the notice, if given, is at the peril of the in- 
surgents, and is justified only when the disturbance rises 
to the dignity of a revolution. But neither the United 
States nor its Executive has chosen to take part, or has 
taken part, in the internal conflicts of the Dominican re- 

blic. The situation is this: The President of the 

nited States has by the Constitution the right to make 
treaties, subject to the ratification of the Senate. The 
—— of the United States in 1866 appropriated a 

era’ 





ble sum of for the understood purpose of 
lease or a of the island of St. 
Domingo. e bay and peni of Samana were con- 





sidered most a te for our purpose as a naval sta- 
Sem sind the Sapablio of St. Domingo itself, with its fa- 
vorable position and natural resources, its friendly gov- 


ernment and people, seemed, for the purposes of commerce 
and civilization, far the most desirable for us of those 
fragments of our continent which lie across the gate 
ways of our domestic commerce and shut up the entrance 
to our great inland sea. To initiate all treaties is the 
constitutional right of the President, and thus he had 
the constituni power to negotiate treaties for the 
cession of Samana and the annexation of the Dominican 
republic. If, upon proper consideration, he thought it 
right and for the interest of the country, whose interests 
are to this extent intrusted to his judgment, it was his 
constitutional right if he did negotiate sucn treaties with 
the existing government of the republic, confessedly the 
government both de facto and de fure. These treaties were 
of course inchoate and subject to be confirmed or defeated 
by the action of the Senate of the United States and of 
the people of the Dominican republic; but by such 
treaties and pending such final action the United States 
acquired an interest in the thing negotiated, from which 
we could not be rightfully disturbed by any other pow- 
er, and it was the plain duty of the Executive to protect, 
if need be, the integrity of this constitutionally acquired 
interest so that the subject of the negotiation might re- 
main intact until the final action of the ratifying pow- 
ers could be properly had. This duty is plain, and in 
every case of valuable acquisition theexecution of it will 
be expected and approved by the people. It was in the 
discharge of such duty that in the early part of the pres- 
ent century President Madison marched the armies of the 
United States into and actually took possession of the 
territory then known as West Florida, including what is 
now the State of Alabama, for which territory negotia- 
tions were then pending and afterwards concluded and 
settled with Spain. This action was approved by Con- 
gress and the people, not as an exercise of power, but as 
the protecting of an interest constitutionally acquired, 
and which the Executive was bound to maintain intact 
while it remained in use. In the present case the Presi- 
dent has hitherto only pursued in relation to the republic 
of St. Domingo this same recognized policy of our 
Government, and under the treaty and by means of 
an appropriation by Congress for such purposes, we 
took possession of the bay and peninsula of Samana. 
This possession we still hold, and while our flag flies 
there we must protect from every interference the in- 
terest which it represents. In carrying out this recog- 
nized policy the Government of the United States has 
not fired ashot nor landed a man in hostile attitude 
on the island of St. Domingo, and has neither interfered 
in the internal conflicts of the Dominican republic nor 
coerced any other power. It has simply announced to 
all people generally, and particularly to such as appeared 
ina threatening attitude, its determination to protect 
until finally disposed of the interest it had acquired in 
that republic from all attacks from without its bound- 
aries and from the interference of any foreign power, 80 
that, in the event of the treaty being ratified, there 
would be left the thing contracted for, with no hostile 

ions intervening to destroy our right of pre-emp- 
tion. Todo this is certainly not to make war or to take 
part in the conflict of a country, nor to coerce nor to at- 
tempt to coerce any power. It is but the simple perform- 
ance of a duty to Congress and to the nation, in the pres- 
ervation in its existing condition of what we have con- 
stitutionally entered into negotiations constitutionally 
to acquire. Under the orders of the Executive it is part 
of the duty of those ships of your fleet which are at any 
time cruising in the waters of St. Domingo to maintain 
this status against every power, and while we would not 
yield the right to interfere with it to the most powerful 
government, we cannot concede that right even to the 
weakest. Very respectfully, 

GrorGE M. Roseson, Secretary of the Navy. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 

Marca 23.—Lieutenant-Commander John Schouler, to ordnance 
duty at the Navy-yard, Boston. 

Menon 24.—Lieutenant-Commander C. H. Craven, to the re- 
ceiving ship Independence at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal. 

Second Assistant Engineer B. C. Gowing, to examination for pro- 
motion. 

Marca 25.—Lieutenant-Commander Robert Boyd, Jr., to ex- 
amination for promotion. 

DETACHED. 

Marcu 23.—Lieutenant-Cammander 8. Dana Greene, from the 
Pacifie Fleet, and ordered to the Naval Academy by the Ist of May. 

Marcy 24.—Lieutenant-Commander F. A. Cook, from the re- 
ceiving ship Independence, and ordered to the Saranac. 

Lieutenant L. E. Chenery, from the Naval Rendezvous, Sap 
Francisco, Cal., and ordered to the Saranac. 

Marcu 25.—Commander 8. P. Quackenbush, from the Navy- 
yard,Norfolk, Va., and ordered to command the receiving ship Van- 
dalia at Portsmouth, N. H. 

Surgeon E. M. Stein, from special duty under the Treasury De- 
partment, and placed on waiting orders. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 


March 25, 1871: 
Andrew Lawton, chief engineer, March 17, Navy-yard, Philadel- 


hia. oe 
+ Paik Malay, ordinary seaman, March 13, Naval Hospital, 
: aa 


McKean Buchanan, paymaster, March 18, Charlestown, Mass. 

John Lawler, landsman, Febru 27, U. S. steamer Plymouth. 

Johan Herrick Jensen, seaman, March 2, U. 8. steamer Franklin. 

Themes Reotleg, marine, February 12, U.8. steamer Portsmuuth, 
at Mon eo. " 

We n Lindsey, ordinary seaman, March 15, Naval Hospitel, 
Weashington dty. 
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CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 
Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 








Major James Lewis, U. 8. Marine Corps.—Granted leave of absence 
for two weeks from March 25. : 

Second W. Kilty McSterry, U.S. Marine Corps.—O0D 
March 24 leave of absence for six montha. 

Second Green Clay Goodloe, U. S. Marine .—On 
March 24 detached from Brooklyn, N. Y., Barracks, and to 
duty at Marine Barracks, ‘Anatwelia, Mad. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE ONEIDA. 


Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: The enclosed lines came by chance into my hus- 
band’s possession, and as they are supposed to have been 
written by a young officer of the North Pacific Squadron 
I have no hesitation in offering them for insertion in the 
ARMY AND NAvy JOURNAL. K. H. T. 

San Francisco, Wednesday, March 8. 

Under the waves they are sleeping to-night, 
Hearts of oak, in our memories blest, 
Over them smile the wavelets bright, 
Zephyrs bend to kiss where they rest. 
Peart and coral and shells of gold 
Lovingly form their ocean graves, 
And silken weeds in many a fold 
Tenderly cling to them under the waves. 





Lullabys sung by the waters above 

Whisper to winds what our hearts would tell: 
Songs of hope and eternal love 

And reward in heaven fur work done well, 
Blue and gold and plain honest blue, 

Watchmark and shoulder-strap side by side, 
O hearts of oak and souls so true ! 

Well might a nation wail when you died. 


Under the waves lies the gallant ship, 

Rib and keel, stout spar and mast. 
Never again will her anchors trip, 

Never her sails mock the wild wind’s blast. 
Scarred in battle and rent in gale, 

Her memory kept green is all she craves. 
Who can forget until life shall fail 

What she has hidden beneath the waves 





A SUGGESTION FOR EX-OFFICERS. 
Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: If you think proper, please suggest in the JouR- 
NAL to officers who during the past year have left the 
service, that they give through the JouRNAL to their 
many friends still remaining in the Army their present 
or probable future address. 

In our future movements we may be in the same 
vicinity, town, or city with old and valued comrades 
and friends, and not know they are within a thousand 
miles of us. 

Fort KLAMATH, OREGON, February 14, 1871. 

A PUZZLE FOR “M. 0. L. L. U. 8.” 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Here is a simple sum in addition that I would 
like Mr. “ M. O. L. L, U. 8.” to do for the benefit of the 
fraternity : ; 

A canal boat captain started out of New York city 
on the ist of April, 1871, first taking aboard 1,122 feet 
of lumber. Arriving at Albany he took in 22 pounds of 
iron, at Troy 2,121 pounds of stone, at Syracuse 12 lad 
ders and 3 stoves, at Rochester 212 cords of wood and 2 
wood racks, at Lockport 21 grindstones, at Tonawanda 
1,212 rakes and 333 ploughs, and safely arrived at Buf- 
falo, New York, where he put up at the Mansion Honse 
for a week. 

Now, Mr. “M. O. L. L. U. 8.,” add the above all up 
and tell me what the captain’s name was. Ravos A. 





BILL OF FARE AT FORT REYNOLDS. 
Yo the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sik: Your review of correspondence in your issue of 
March 4 headed “A Wail from the Plains” is all right 
with the exception of the grub line. At this post we 
have no slimy soup or a gentle diet. We have the very 
best of soup, such as rice, pea, and vegetable (fresh), 
served from our splendid garden. We have no salt 
horse, pork, or decayed bacon to eat—nothing but good, 
fresh meat, and at times fresh pork. ; 

Our officers are perfect gentlemen, and have ever 
treated us the best since we have been at this post. We 
have two men to work on our garden, and Captain H, B. 
Bristol gave orders to have all the vegetables and melons 
raised given to the troops of this command. We 
have no company funds; the company gets all'they want 
to eat. We cannot get everything as we would wish, 
such as increased pay, more allowance for clothing, and 
a change in the uniform of the Army. SERGEANT W. 

Fort REYNOLDS, C. T., March 15, 1871. 





THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: So much has already been said on this subject 
both in and out of Congress, and so mach more is inevit- 
able, that it would almost seem the duty of any one who 
has any knowledge of the subject to keep it to himself, 
and thus to spare the patience of the country at large. 

_ But there is still something to be said, it seems—par- 
ticularly as nothing has yet been published either by 
Congressional committees or by boards of visitors which 
touches the true rationale of the matter. To reach this 
{and it is claimed that while a ncn-graduate may be a 
perfect judge of the result, it still requires a graduate to 
criticise the process), let us take the case of a young man 
entering there, and inquire under what conditions this 
is done. The average young man comes to West Point 
with a little of true military feeling in him—inchoate 
but potent. He feels a little of the military ardor which 
we all know is indispensable to success in the profession. 
We will suppose him to be young enough to take his 
tone from his companions. By a very wise provision he 
is first made to report to a set of cadet officers carefully 
selected, and he is to obey their orders. Now he comes 
prepared to obey orders, and if these cadet officersshould 
say to him, “You have come here to be a soldier—to 
obey first, and to throw off boyishness; we expect manli- 
ness, prompt obedience, and soldier-like conduct,” then 
the average young man would be somewhat impressed 
with the fact that men +o little older than himself should 
have all the attributes of officers. But I maintain that 
the lesson practically taught him is not that mentioned 
above at first ; he is (practically) taught that he must obey: 
but the ight motive for obedience is not inculoated. 


Inferentially he learns that it pays not to be caught, and 
a brief résumé of his creed of practical soldier-like de- 
meanor is in most cases—I must be neat, I must be quick, 
I must not do this or that or the other—why ? because I 
will be punished. If you can start the young man with 
the ideas that he must or must not do these things be- 
cause they are or are not gentlemanly and soldier-like, 
and that, secondly, s failure in gentlemanly conduct is to 
be punished, the error of the institution is overcome. 
Ido not say that the Academy does not overcome this 
now, for it does; but in the generality of cases the pro- 
cess of inculcating this idea only begins in the third- 
class year. So true is this that it is a saying at the 
Academy that “ 2 man is not an old cadet till he returns 
from furlough ;” a position strenuously opposed by each 


| third class and as pertinaciously held by each second class. 


The responsibility of cadet officers makes them feel their 
duties, and the first class (who, by another wise provision, 
are detailed as officers of the guard, as officers of bat- 
teries, and as officers at battalion drill) nearly always 
has a different tone from that which the same class had 
as third-class men. The reason of this is that they feel 
that they are in the Army, soldiers, and that something 
is expected of them. I claim that the fourth and third 
classes could be made to feel this constantly by the 
simplest means. And the remedies for the state of feel- 
ing objected to are two: First, to lose no opportunity of 
impressing on each new-comer that he is to be allowed to 
keep his individuality and to constantly remind him 
that he is in the Army; and second, to give him some 
mi’ ‘ary studies at the outset. 

ir the first-two years of his cadet life, our average 
youug man is never once reminded by his studies that he 
is preparing for the noble profession of a soldier. He is, 
in respect to his studies, simply a school-boy. Why the 
tactics, artillery, infantry, and cavalry, cannot be placed 
in the studies of the two first years, with the relegation 
of Spanish, say, to the first-class year, I do not see, and 
I most earnestly recommend this point to the considera- 
tion of the Academic board. A double advantage would 
be had. The second class, whose course is laborious 
enough, would be spared the fever heat of “ phil, 
chym., and tactics” for six weeks, and the tone of the 
fourth and third classes would be raised. 

I claim that the insidious teaching, “ Do what you will, 
only don’t be caught,” is wrong from the beginning, and 
as perniciousas it is wrong. (I wish as a graduate, andas 
one who has the honor of the Academy at heart, to pause 
here one moment to say that the teaching of cadets quoted 
above applies only to unmilitary doings—never to un- 
gentlemanly ones; and I wish to say for my brother 
graduates and for the cadets, that all such statements as 
one I recently saw, that “cadets constantly answer 
‘Here’ to another’s name at roll call,” are simply ,false, 
and could come only from one who wrote of what he 
knew not.) 

There are many other points one would like to men- 
tion, but I believe the fundamental one is stated above. 
I would like to enter my protest against the oral exam- 
ination, the system of demerit, the absence of examples 
in the mathematical courses, the system of employing 
line or staff officers as assistant professors, who must ne- 
cessarily be changed by the time they are fair instructors, 
and many other things. But the peculiar deficiency I 
claim is stated above, the lack of soldier-like feeling 
among the lower classes, and the remedy is plain. 

Allow cadets to have a credit of one day’s leave for 
every month gone without demerit; allow them a uni- 
form they can wear at home; make them feel that they 
are soldiers; publish a “ Regulaticns for the govern- 
ment of the United States Military Academy ” in one 
article to wit : 


Ant. I. Every cadet is expecied to be a gentleman and a soldier; 


and you will have an institution of which the country 
and the officers may be still prouder even than now. No 
nobler profession than ours exists, and in none are nobler 
men, finer gentlemen; and all we ask is that the Corps 
of Cadets may feel themselves what they are—soldiers. 
ORIENTAL, 


WHY WE HAVE NO MILITARY LITERATURE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: The article upon “ Military Literature ” in your 
issue of March 10 is a very suggestive one, and should be 
widely read and reflected upon. We are a nation 
that claim an unusual amount of information and 
intelligence ; and the claim, so far as any subject not 
connected with military art and science is concerned, 
is well supported by the productions of our book makers. 
There is aterrible void in military literature; and this 
is the more remarkable when we consider that the coun- 
try has not yét recovered from one of the greatest and 
most eanguinary wars of modern history. Few if any of 
the works professing to depict what took place possess 
information enough to repay their perusal; and there 
has hardly been an attempt made to describe the innova- 
tions and improvements in the material of war that were 
made during the Rebellion, let alone the discussion of 
their utility or proper application. 

This is the result of other reasons than those assigned 
in your article. One of the most prominent and power- 
ful reasons for this barrenness is the complete apathy 
shown by the War Department in its various branches 
to the improvement or advancement of practical manu- 
als or material. To illustrate: 

The cavalry tactics now in use was issued in 1841; 
poor and imperfect then, the whole system, in this age of 
breech-loaders, is worse than an absurdity. 

The tactics now regarded as law for light artillery 
was written some fifteen years ago, before the age of ri- 
fled guns. Although better than the cavalry system, it 
is full of antiquated data, is inaccurate, and needs revi- 
sion. The tactics for heavy or garrison artillery now is- 
sued by the War Department was written in 1849-’50, 
at a time when rifled and iron ¢ Ss were al- 
most unheard of, and when “hot shot” were regarded 
as the most formidable of projectiles against a naval ene- 
my. This official standard of authority is the most re- 





markable example on record of what the United States 








officer and soldier has to contend with in o a 
knowledge of the rudiments of his profession. With the 
single exception of the Coehorn mortar and its bed, there 
is not a description in the book that is applicable to any © 
of the heavy artillery material now in use; nor is it pos- 
sible to-mancuvre or serve any of 

ent models by the drills laid in that book. 

The “ Ordnance Manual” was issued in 1861, and isal- 
most equally wanting in accurate data and descri 

The Army ations were republished in 1863, par- 
tially revised to that date; butit is now impossible to 
procure a copy of the book from the War Department,’ 
and even the impossibility is a relief; for the military 
man who would take that work for his guide without the 
inspection of at least ten volumes of “General Orders,” and 
as many volumes of Congressional laws, would find 
himself either before a court-martial or in a penitentiary 
in an incredibly short space of time. 

These defects were universally complained of at the 
close of the war, and boards of experienced officers were 
assembled from each branch of the service, to revise and 
remodel the tactics of the various arms and to adapt them 
to the new material. In the course of time the results of 
these labors were submitted. Were they approved of 
and published, or disapproved and recommitted? No. 
A cry went up from a corner of the War Department 
that there was “too much tactics.” A new board was in- 
stituted, and directed to prepare a tactics that should 
bear the same relation to a military man that a Bran- 
dreth pill is said by its inventor to bear to a sick one. 

Let us have our tactics in one volume that will ena- 
ble us to cry out “Fours right” indifferently to a squad- 
ron, a company, or a twenty-inch gun, says this 
voice. The board should have been made a joint one by 
the addition of an admiral; and then our monitors 
would have been able to join in the harmonious chorus 
of “ Fours right or left.” Harmony is pleasant and de- 
ane but it > a grave oe berm it A ee be 

urchased at the expense of princi; right. 
r Meanwhile the harmon: ae Sas completed its la- 
bors and submitted its volume. Why is it allowed to 
sleep so quietly on a table in the corner of the War De- 
partment? Let it be printed and tried; let us have a 
tactics belunging to our generation, whether it be good 
or bad. 

Regulations and tactics may be ed as the pio- 
aac literature ; 1h the eathecitios will not 
furnish us with the elements, it cannot expect us or 
wish us to go further. There is certainly very lit- 
tle incentive held out in the American service for ac- 
quisition of even the elements of military sacs, | 








THE IMPROVED REMINGTON ARM. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Srr :.My attention has been called to what seems to be an 
important and valuable improvement to this well-known 
arm. It consists of a very simple modificatitn of form 
in the part of the breech system known as the hammer, 
but in which are combined the hammer, tumbler, and 
recoil-shoulder. It is called the “ Half-cock Improve- 
ment.” The improved arm can be loaded at half-cock. 
The half-cock notch being « safety notch, from which 
the piece cannot be fired, danger of accidental 
immediately following the act of loading is entirely re- 
moved. By this improvement the only serious defect 
in the Remington breech system is overcome, and the 
arm made safe, as well as cheap, substantial, and sim- 
ple. The important questions arising in the in 
tion of an arm for military purposes are: simplicity . of 
mechanism, strength, ease oF manipulation, and liability 
to accidental discharge. The latter is’ especially impor- 
tant in a country where militia and volunteers are al- 
most the sole reliance in time of war. In the hands of 
thoroughly drilled troops, experienced in the use of 
arms, many accidents occur; and how much more fre- 
quent must they become when arms are put in the hands 
of men just recruited from the civil walks of life. All 
who took an active part in the war of the Rebellion kndw 
how often men were killed or injured by accidental firing 
of guns in the hands of their comrades. A Well-estab- 
lished principle in the construction of a firearm is, that 
the loading position must not be the firing position. 
Why should this be disregarded and men’s lives endan- 

red thereby, and no advantage gained? The im roved 
Peiaington (on exhibition at Schuyler, Hartley” 
Graham’s) in no way differs in appearance from the 
original. The difference is only detected when the ham- 
mer is raised so as to free the breech-block and admit of 
its being thrown back preperniony to loading the piece. 
It is then seen that at the second or half-cock. notch 
(there are three notches in the improved tumbler), which 
is a safety notch, the breech-block can be thrown ‘back 
and the piece loaded. The original hammer oun be. al- 
tered to the improved form, ora new one of the im 
ed form be put into any Remington or pistol new in 
use: The cost of altering, or of replacing 
mer with the new, is very trifling. 

The St. Louis Army "Board, which reported on -the 
10th of June, 1870, after subjecting all of the most aj 
proved breech-loading arms to a series of most tho: 
tests and experiments, recommended the i as 
first, but said thatit should be made to load at halé-cock. 
One of the improved Remi was before that board 
and was submitted to all the tests. Major G. W. 
field of the Army is the originator and patentee of 
improvement. His relationship to the president of 
board may suggest a reason why the improved arm 
not more particularly mentioned in the report. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was a to meet at 
Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor, 28. Detail 
for the court: Captain H. W. Closson, First Arsilerid 
First Lieutenant E. D. Wheeler, First Artillery ; Fir 
Lieutenant J. W. Dillenback, First Artillery; First 
Lieutenant R. G. Shaw, First Artillery; First Lieuten- 
ant F.C. Nichols, First i ; Second Lieutenant 
D. M. Taylor, First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant H. 

First i Haskin, 


"dee8 











L. i \ W. L. First 
a Artillery. Captain : 
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Is the best to buy reliable Watches, fine Diamonds, and 
. and Silver Ware. 
DIAMONDS A SPFATALTY. 





U. 8. REVENUE MARINE SERVICE. 


Cap and Collar Ornaments, Buttons, Swords, 


Sword-Belts, Caps, and Epaulettes, 
in accordance with general order just issued. 
For sale by 
TOMES, MELVAIN & CO., 
DRALER IN MILITARY anpd Navy Goops, 
No.6 MAIDEN LANE, New Yorz. 


NEW LOAN OF THE UNITED STATES. 
CIRCULAR PROPOSALS. 
Terrasuny Derautuent, WasuinoTon, Feb. 26, 1871. 
Public notice is hereby given that books will be on 
6th day of March next, in this country and in E for subscri 
taens to the national 





the 
loan, under the act s ‘July 14, 1870, 
tled “An act to authorize the refu of the national 
debt,” and the act in amendment thereof, approved January 20, 


1871. 
The loan comprises three classes of bonds, namely : 
to the amount of five hundred millions of Qoltars, 
payabic in coin, »t the pleasure of the United States, after ten years 
the dute of their e, and bearing interest, payable quarter- 

coin, at the rate of five per cent. per annum. 

Second. Bonds to the amount of three hundred millions of dollars, 
in coin, at the of the United States, after fifteen 
te their issue, and bearing interest, payable 
in coin, at the rate of four and a per cent. per an- 


2um. 

Third. Bonds to the amount of seven hundred millions 
at the pleasure of the United States, after 
date of their issue, and interest, payable 
quarterly in coin, at the rate of four per cent. per annum. 

. the loan will have preference in the following 
First, Subscriptions that may be first made for five cent. 
amount of two hun millions of dollars; Pf which 


saz 
e 








per cent., and of bonds bearing 
of five per cent. 

Fourth. papuestattons for ow five per cent. bonds that may not 
be subscribed for in the preced mg Gasme. 

When a subscription is made, the subscriber will be required to 
deposit two cent. of the amount thereof in coin or currency of 
es, or in bonds of the class to be exchanged, 
by the Government when the new bonds are deliv- 
; and payment may be made either in coin or in bonds of the 
United Btates known a8 FIVE-TWENTY BONDS, at th . 
of five-twenty bonds, nd the debt of the Gaited B 

wen " ebt of the tates will not be 
nereased by this loan. 


z 


the last two. 


mil be payable in the United States, at the oifice of the ‘Treasurer, 
any treasurer, or designaied deposit of the Govern- 
moan pouty, on the first days of February, May, August, and 


‘ovem year. 
The bonds bf the several classes aforesaid, and the interest 
on, are exem from the payment of ail tazsscr dues of the United 
as as from taxation in any form by or under State, 
m pal, or local authority 
, After maturity, the bonds last issued will be first redeemed, by 
and pn , a8 may be designated by the Secretary of the 


Treasury. 

The bonds will be issued at the United States —aee, tt he 
agents for the negotiation of the loan in Europe are au to 
make —— Kem ay for the bam meme —- the 
bonds agen rough whom subscriptions recei 

Subscribers in the United States will Feceive the new donde of 


ts with whom the subscripti 
cive su = S a — also be made the 
su ma: at the 
office of the rea of the United States, or of an nesistant 
, or designa depositaries at Buffalo, N. Y. ; - 
Tiiinois; Cincinnati, Ohio; Louisville, Ky.: Mobile, Als. ; 


P. 8.—This n ent anditsown loan 
to receive the United States five-twen 
thereon to May 1, from whi 


bear interest. A scrij certifi bonds 
May, will be issued af ones in exchange for the old benae 
GEO. 8. BOUTWELL, 
Secretary of Treasury. 
peamven—A CAPTAIN OF CAVALRY (colored 
well u wishes Infan- 
try. Midrece 3 Cc. we hy tao on 


CAPTAIN OF INFANTRY, of a pointment of 
J 28, 1866, like to transfer wi x ‘ 
dt ECS eh ee te eet eo Sr oe 





the b 
ty ons are made. 














Barrery M, First Artillery, was ordered March 15 to 
proceed from Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor, to and 
take post at Plattsburg Barracks, N. Y. 


Tue depot quartermaster at Fort Leavenworth, Kan- 
gas, was ordered March 20 to furnish transportation by 
boat from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Louisville, 
Kentucky, for headquarters and band and Companies A 
and F, Seventh Cavalry, Colonel 8. D. Sturgis com- 
manding. 

Tue Tribune says of a work we recently noticed 
“The Military Division of the Missouri, established in 
1866 and now commanded by Lieutenant-General Sher- 
idan with headquarters at Chicago, extends from Brit- 
ish America on the north to Mexico on the south, and 
from the Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains. The 
aumber of Indians found within these limits is estimated 
at 188,415. The military force scattered over this vast 
region consists of twelve regiments of infantry, five of 
cavalry, a detachment of engineers, and four batteries of 
light artillery. The annual volume descriptive of the 
poste and stations occupied by the troops comes to us, in 
this its third year, as neat and handsome as ever, but 
smaller and more portable in form, and with several 


other im ts. In addition to its purely mili 
details fed gives brief deseriptions of the y, hy, cli- 























ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


————__——_—_ 











NEW YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1871. 








Office, No. 39 Park Row, New York. 


SUBSORIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 

== ———- — 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
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MR. SUMNER ON SANTO DOMINGO. 
| pratbacace! two men who differ so radically in tem- 
perament, education, and habit of thought as 
President Grant and Senator SuMNER there is doubt- 
less a natural “incompatibility of temper” which 
serves to explain the original difference that has re- 











erest | sulted finally in so wide a breach between the Mas- 


sachusetts senator and the administration. It is un- 
fortunate, however, that it should have led the states- 
man whose arguments did so much to secure to us 
the possession of the fogs and the icebergs of Alas- 
ka into an attitude of such bitter hostility to the 
acquisition of the luxuriant forests and the fertile 
savannas of Santo Domingo. Sober common 
sense is not to be misled by that fervor of imagina- 
tion which may excuse the misstatements and the 
overstatements of the orator, and we doubt whether 
Mr. SuMNEk and his supporter: Mr. Scouvrz will 
even succeed in convincing themselves of the truth 
of the charges of usurpation which they bring 
against the President, and with which they distract 
attention from the only real questions at issue, which 
are, whether it is desirable ¢o annex Santo Domin- 
go, and whether the people of that country will con- 
sent to be annexed. 

Mr Sumner tells us that BAEz is a usurper. Are 
we to refuse then to treat with a de facto govern- 
ment until we can have an opportunity to test its le- 
gitimacy ? We have made an imposing display of na- 
val force in the waters of the gulf to overawe the Do- 
minicans and secure a favorable vote on the subject of 
annexation, itis added. The commissioners sent toas- 
certain the real wishes of that people will soon make 
their report. Let us wait and see what they have 
to say on thesubject. All that Mr. Sumner shows 
by his citations from official. reports and official or- 
ders, in his recent speech before the Senate, is that the 
President has assumed that he has the right and the 
authority to negotiate a treaty for the annexation 
of Santo Domingo, which treaty should be subject 
to the confirmation of the Senate; that pending 
this confirmation he believed he was authorized 
and was in duty bound to protect our prospective 
rights in that section from any interference from 
outside parties. This is clearly the meaning of the 
orders which Mr. SuMNER quotes in his speech 
Let us see what these quotations are : 
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While that is pending, the Government of the United 
an han agvecd te eleed ‘countenance and assistance to the Do- 


ee ee cans sew S the island and in rev- 
olution against lawfully constituted government, and you will 
to resist any attempts by the ene- 
republic by land or sea, so far as your power 
to Commodore Greer of the Congress, 
“As to my objects and one of them certainly is, and I desire 
accomplish it as a Gy possible, to inform the foreign resi- 
dents here that if any league or party is formed among them, 
voy \ with or without their aid Luperon. ——— or any ae 
e 2 ernment, get possession 0 
the naval forces cf the United States would retake it, and in so 


doing the f residents, as the larges holders, as well 


t rty 
as the most in in the business of the port would be the 


greatest sufferers.” —Letter of Commander Bunce to (he British Vice- 
Consul at Puerto Plata, March 2%, 1870. ; 

“ Therefore, if any attack should be made upon the Dominicans 
d the said negotiations, under the Haytiau or any other flag, 
it w be regarded as an act of hostility to the United States flag, 
and would provoke hostility in return ”"—Rear-Admiral Poor 
Provisional President of Hayli, February 13, 1870. 

At another visit the Admiral informed the Provi- 
sional President that “ if any vessels under Haytian 
or other flags were found in Dominican waters, he 
would sink or capture them.” In the letters pub- 
lished in last week’s JourNnat will be found the 
record of similar notifications to the Haytians. 

Mr. SUMNER brought forward all these extracts 
in order to prove a charge of misdemeanor against 
the President; we reproduce them, because we see 
in them incontrovertible »roof of the innocence of 
his intentions and the propriety of his actions. We 
have failed to find in Mr. SumveEnr’s whole speech 
any proof of improper influence over the Domini- 
cans. In every despatch the fact that foreign inter- 
vention and that alone would not be permitted is 
clearly brought out; and it is as clearly stated that 
this was undertaken “in order that the national ex- 
pression might be free.” 

We cannot look upon the senator’s speech as an ef- 
fort worthy of one whose life has given innumera- 
ble proofs not merely of devotion to great princi- 
ples, but also of unusual ability. The telegraph 
told us in its cant phrases of its “ withering sarcasm,” 
“scorching rhetoric,” and “brilliamt invective.” 
But this “eloquence” does not bear investigation. 
We are told that “the whole island was beleaguered 
by our Navy,” and the names of “twelve mighty 
war ships” are given as the force there. But the 
official document from which this information is ob- 
tained winds up by saying that the ships on that 
station at present are only the Congress, the Nantas- 
ket, and the Yantic ; the Tennessee being of course 
transient visitor. Surely three ships in the South 
Atlantic at an island where we have a naval station, 
and in the neighborhood of disturbed Cuba, is not 
an excessive display of power. The orator goes so 
far as to weigh the 32-pounder guns, and has even 
discovered a difference between those of the Semi- 
nole, 4,200 pounds, and those of the Swatara, 4,500 
pounds. When the Dictator lay before the island its 
guns “ were pointed at the people to be conquered, 
and American soldiers with bayonets glancing in the 
sun were on the decks of those war vessels, if not on 
the land.” These may seem unnecessary quotations, 
but we have given the documentary extracts for the 
purpose of showing the animus of the Government, 
and we give these for the sake of showing that of 
the speech, which, with all respect to Mr. SUMNER, 
we must say is full of what would, if it came from 
any one but a Senator, be called clap-trap. 


9, 1870. 
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Ovr readers will have noticed the paragraph in 
last week’s issue which spoke of the expedition to 
Arizona about to be made by Lieutenant WHEELER. 
We believe the object of the undertaking is to de- 
cide whether Arizona is worth the immense ex- 
pense and trouble which it costs us. That is to say, 
there is no intention of abolishing that Territory 
outright even if it were possible, but it is in con- 
sideration to withdraw the troops who alone give 
what little security to life there is in that region. 
We fear Lieutenant WHEELER’s report is a foregone 
conclusion. Arizona depends for its raison Wére 
upon the existence and value of its mines. These 
are. undoubtedly intrinsically very rich and produc- 
tive, so far as the extraction of ore is concerned. But 
the Territory lies so far removed from ‘civilizati 
beyond a desert so broad and trackless, that its de- 
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velopment as a member of the Union, and even the 
treatment of its ores, is a problem of the greatest dif- 
ficulty. Among its early mining adventures was 
the building of » mill which, with all the fuel, salt, 
and chemicals for its use, and the provisions for the 
workmen, had to be transported six hundred miles 
across the desert. The mine was rich, but expenses 
like these will exhaust the most liberal provisions of 
Nature, who has apparently no intention of playing 
into the hands of the ignorant and the reckless. 
Other Territories have witnessed similar scenes of ex- 
travagance, but the trouble with Arizona is that its 
situation forbids any considerable improvement in 
these things for many years. The military occupa- 
tion, which is absolutely necessary to the security of 
such inhabitants as it has, is very costly ; and it cer- 
tainly is a question whether the Government is 
bound to bolster up at great expense a Territory 
which cannot possibly hope to be successful until 
the irresistible march of immigration has made all 
things possible within its borders. The regions 
along the Colorado are even now in that condition, 
but those inland parts beyond the desert must wait 
for a power greater even than the Army—the pow- 
er of a great people advancing along the whole 
front of its civilization. 








Deratrzs of the affair in which the second battal- 
ion of the Prussian Sixty-first regiment lost its 
standard near Dijon give increased significance to 
the fact that the arms used by the French were of 
the repeating pattern. An officer of the sixth com- 
pany of the battalion gives the following account of 
the affair: 

On January 23 our company lost two officers, four 
under officers, and sixty-six men, including one under 
officer and foar men killed. The enemy was at least 
five times as numerous as we; the whole battalion ex- 
cept the eighth company has suffered severely. A shell 
struck immediately in front of the flag, which it set on 
fire, at the same time killing the standard-bearer. Lieu- 
tenant SCHULTZE grasped the flag, but was immediately 
struck by four balls. It was next seized by Lieutenant 
VON PUTTKAMER, but he also fell, and eight under offi- 
cers after him. 

The French also claim to have fought against a 
superior force, and under the circumstances it is at 
least doubtful if the Germans were outnumbered. 
The point of attack was a farm house, and it must 
have been very strongly garrisoned if it held more 
than a thousand men, the strength of a German 
battalion. It was undoubtedly the rapidity of the 
French fire which made the Germans think they 
were outnumbered. But this rapidity was due to a 
repeating arm rather than to numbers of men. 
How destructive this fire was we may learn both 
from the losses of one company given above, and 
from the Thorner Zeitung, which says that in the 
fights with GarrBaLpI’s troops on the 2ist, 22d, 
and 23d January the divisions of the Twenty-first 
and Sixty-first regiments were usually opposed to 
an enemy five times and frequently eight times as 
numerous. In these three days the Sixty-first regi- 
ment lost in killed and wounded 20 officers and 
474 under officers and soldiers; the losses of the 
Twenty-first regiment amounted to about one half 
of those of the Sixty-first. It is reported that Mz- 
NWoTTI GARIBALDI wrote to General MANTEUFFEL 
to say that the flag was found under a pile of dead, 
and therefore must have been defended with the 
greatest courage. 








WE fear Senator STEWART will reap little credit 
by his reintroduction of the bill to give a subsidy 
of three million dollars to the Sutro Tunnel Com- 
pany. We expressed the opinion some time ago 
that if the numerous wealthy companies who are 
working the Comstock lode could discover no profit 
in the tunnel project, the Government of the United 
States had no business to put the people’s money in 
the speculation. Those companies claim to have 
produced in the last four years more than forty 
million dollars’ worth of silver, and previous to that 
nearly twice as much, Surely s business which 
amounts to ten millions a year should be able to 
construct a tunnel costing three millions, if it 
promises to reduce their expenses and be a paying 
affair. But there are scientific reasons which should 
make Congress exceedingly cautious about endors- 
ing any scheme for lending money for working the 
Comstock lode. The Commissioner of Mining Sta- 
tistics points out in his last report that the lode is 
changing its character in a very decided manner. 


From quartz—an acid—the rock in which the ore 
occurs is changing to limestone—a base. Changes 
of this radical kind are exceedingly critieal, and the 
mines upon the Comstock, with all their record of 
enormous production, find themselves to-day without 
the means of forming a trustworthy estimate of 
their future. Surely this isno time for the people 
to step in and put money into the work. 








AN election has been held in Paris, and the Com- 
munists, as the insurgents are called, were tri- 
umphant. Necessarily so, for terror reigns as abso- 
lutely in Paris as at any former time. Of the half 
million voters in the city only two hundred thou- 
and went to the polls. At the head of the rebels 
are FLOURENS, BLANQUI, Pyat, DELEscLUzE, LE 
FRANC, and VERMOREL. What their purposes are 
is still uncertain, though weeks have passed since 
they began their revolt. They claim to be the 
guardians of republicanism, and probably mean to 
have no government of any kind which they do not 
head. The THIERS government remains inactive, so 
far as outward manifestations go, and whether it 
can collect force enough to overpower the rioters is 
not decided, It is said the Germans desire to occupy 
the city, and that the movements of Prince FrrEp- 
ERICK CHARLES’S army have been stopped. The cor- 
respondents, however, do not seem to see their way 
through all the rumors at Paris and Versailles, and 
we really know little of the movements on either 
side, and nothing of the intentions. The fact that 
General CLUSERET is among the leaders of the dis- 
affected will be more significant to Army men of 
what the insurrection means and what the insur- 
gents want than any despatches which have come 
over the cable. 


en ne 





In connection with the disturbances in the South, 
it is reported that General BUTLER will offer an 
amendment to the bill now before Congress, giving 
the President power to employ the Army, Navy, 
National Guard, and finally to issue a call for vol- 
unteers. The General is reported as saying that 
one-fourth of the soldiers in the Regular Army are 
believed to have served in the rebel armies, “and a 
large part of the others could not be depended upon.” 
He does not favor us, however, with the evidence 
upon which he foundsthis assertion. Nor ishe quite 
correct in saying that only two States, Massachu- 
setts and New York, have a National Guard. Leav- 
ing out of the count the States which have only a 
few hundred militia, we may estimate the existing 
National Guard at from 55,000 to 60,000 : New York, 
25,000; Pennsylvania, 13,000 to 15,000; Connecti- 
cut, 6,000 to 8,000 ; Massachusetts and New Jersey, 
each 5,000; Ohio, 2,000. 








ConGREss should not adjourn without providing for 
the continuance of Army pay upon its present basis. 
At a time when the Army is to be called upon for 
unusual services, it is not well to have such discon- 
tent in the ranks as is sure to follow the payment of 
but thirteen dollarsa month to men who have enlist- 
ed with the expectation of receiving sixteen. With 
our insignificant force of 30,000 men the difference 
in pay is a mere bagatelle to the Treasury, and we 
are satisfied that it will prove to be money well ex- 
pended. Pay good wages and employ none but 
good servants, is as sound a rule in public affairs as 
in private concerns. Perhaps, however, Congress 
proposes to cut down Army pay preliminary to car - 
rying out the ideas of Mr. Storm of Pennsylvania, 
who on the 27th of March introduced into the 
House a bill which was referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. It is entitled “A bill to reduce 
taxation and promote peace, by abolishing the De- 
partments of War and of the Navy,” and provides 
that all directly warlike studies in military and 
naval academies shall be discontinued, no more ca- 
dets appointed, and the academies abolished when 
the cadets now under instruction have finished their 
other studies ; that enlistments shall be forthwith 
stopped, and all Army and Navy officers, as soon as 
possible, relieved and put on the retired list; that 
all property of the United States in charge of either 
department shall be turned over to the others under 
the President’s direction, and such as is unsuitable 
for their use shall be sold under direction of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and the proceeds applied to 
payment of the public debt; that so soon as these 





provisions haye been carried into effect both depart- 


ments shall be abolished, and all duties now per- 
formed therein and not hereby dispensed with shall 
thenceforth be discharged under direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and that the President 
shall propose disarmament and arbitration to all 
nations. 


THE Board of Managers of the National Asylum 
for Soldiers and Sailors lately visited the new branch 
at Hampton, Virginia. This branch, which now con- 
tains about one hundred inmates, isintended for the 
home of colored soldiers, and of invalids who need a 
southern climate. There are about one hundred 
acres of land and a large brick building in the prop- 
erty. Besides the managers there were a number of 
Congressmen in the party, which after inspecting the 
new home went to Fortress Monroe, where they 
witnessed a parade of the artillery troops under Gen- 
eral BARRY’s command. They also went up the 
James, visiting the many spots which our war has 
made historic. 


WE record this week with pleasure the restoration 
of JAMES BELGER to the rank of major and quarter- 
master in the Army, of which he was deprived by 
one of those unjust exercises of arbitrary authority 
of which the late Secretary STANTON was sometimes 
guilty when his zeal or his prejudices got the better 
of his judgment. This reinstatement is made by the 
President with the confirmation of the Senate, in | 
accordance with the act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1871, and published in General Orders No. 
31. 


THE great experiment which the Government is now 
making of obtaining a loan at a lower rate of interest 
is succeeding in a remarkable manner. From March 6 
to 28 forty-two millions of five per cent. bonds had becn 
sold, replacing an equal amount of six per cents,, and 
this has been done without the excitement and tension 
of war. It has been taken, too, for the most part, by 
American bankers, the foreigners being probably ham- 
pered by the uncertainty of affairs in France and the im- 
mense loans now on the foreign market or soom to be ne- 
gotiated. Of the success of the loan there can be no 
doubt, for, besides the vast increase in the banking 
power of this country during the last teh years, our 
country possesses the advantage of an unrivalled repu- 
tation abroad. It is a matter of fact that one firm—Jay 
Cooke & Oo.—took $1,800,000,000 of bonds in 1863-4-5 ; 
while the Germans, besides appreciating the superior 
money value of our bonds, always have an idea that in 
buying them they are somehow investing in the cause 
of liberty. It is thought that the first $200,000,000 will 
be subscribed beforé the bonds are dated and ready for 
delivery on the 1st of May, and that the other $300,000,- 
000 will go off before the 30th of June. Indeed, there is 
a rumor that the aboveementioned banker is negotiating 
to take the remainder of the $200,000,000. 


Twe United States Commissioner of Mining Statie- 
tics has published his annual report, under the title of 
“ Mines and Mining of the Rocky Mountains, the Inland 
Basin, and the Pacific Slope.” By Rossiter W. Raymond, 
Ph.D. New York: J. B. Ford & Company, 1871. Proba- 
bly no public officer in this country is to be less envied 
than the one who is commissioned to collect statistics 
among an unstatistical class, and who, with no 
powers of the law to back him, has to persuade unwilling 
merchants to reveal the secrets of their trade. The 
effect of this hindrance is seen in the imperfect condi- 
tion of the statistical part of the report. But the Commis- 
sioner has another branch of duty which is quite as impor- 
tant or even more so than the collection of statistics. It 
is the instructional part of his work; a duty which he 
fulfils in the present report by papers on “Mineral De- 
posits ” and “ Metallurgical Process,” by himself; on 
“Mechanical Appliances in Mining,” by Professor Blacke ; 
a discussion of the mining law by Mr. Dunne of Neva- 
da; and a paper on “ Wind as a Motor,” by Dr. Vander 
Weyde. In these productions the miner will find ex- 
planations of the mines at which he works, and the meth- 
ods of utilizing them, while the engineer will obtain 
much information in regard to the development of inven- 
tion in our mining regions. To both the work will be 
a valuable help. 


By General Orders No. 2, headquarters Department of 
the East, New York city, March 28, 1871, a post com- 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. XI. 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE, 
‘BY & VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN. 


©. BFP Church, i the office of the Librarian of Congress at Waal: 
FORAGING PARTIES. 


THE question whether foraging is advisable for the 
subsistence of cavalry is not difficult. The answer un- 
doubtedly is, that regular issues of grain are by far the 
best for the force. Foraging relaxes discipline and in- 
jures efficiency, encourages marauding, and pulls down 
horses by hard riding and. heavy loading, to a greater 
degree than is compensated for by the grain procured. 
But still the fact remains that for cavalry to be fully 
used to the best advantage it must make raids; and in 
long raids it is very often necessary to live on the coun- 
try. Cavalry that sticks close to the Army loses half 
its strength. It must be employed on distant expedi- 
tions to cut the enemy’s lines, to be worth its cost in 
strategic combinations. Tactically, it should be used to 

. turn the enemy’s flanks, attack his rear, capture his bat- 
teries and wagons, and seize by swift movements the key 
of a position, thereafter to be stubbornly defended by 
dismounted men, till the infantry come up to relieve it. 

For its full strategic effect cavalry is obliged to live 
on the country after the first three days. 

Since foraging parties are necessities, then, it only re- 
mains that they should be systematized so as to attain 
two objects with the greatest facility, viz : 

1. The obtaining of the largest quantity of food and 
grain, to be equally distributed to the regiments. 

2. The infliction of the smallest amount of suffering on 
the farmers and women of the country. 

As foraging parties are at present constituted, they are 
full of defects. They are sent out too late, and the for- 
age is not distributed properly. The march during the 
day may have been through a rich and fertile country, 
whereas in the evening the troops have possibly entered a 
strip of sterile ground. Common sense would dictate 
the gathering of forage where it is plentiful; but com- 
mon sense does not always govern military commanders. 
Where it does, it is called genius or sound strategy, and 
strategy is nothing but organized common sense. 

Foraging parties are generally sent out near nightfall, 
and often have to ride for miles before they find any- 
thing. In the case of large forces of cavalry several 
thousand strong, the operation is particularly difficult, as 
the country is very soon skinned by the swarm of hun- 
gry troopers. But the worst feature of foraging is its 
waste and destruction. If the forage in a country were 
properly collected and distributed, there would be far less 

suffering on all sides. As it is, the foraging parties run 
races for the nearest barns, pack all they can get on their 
horses, and the result is that one horse gormandizes 
where another starves, and the most rapacious marauder 
is best off. 

Now all this might be avoided by a different system. 
In the first place, foraging ought not be intrusted to any 
and every officer. The only person properly competent 
to take charge of it is the quartermaster of the cavalry 
corps. While on a raid the whole of the quartermaster’s 
department of a body of cavalry generally indulges in a 
life of ease and dignity. The gentlemen belonging to it 
Have nothing to do, ‘and enjoy themselves amazingly. 
Most of them stay behind at the depots in charge of the 
wagon train, and are quite free from responsibility in the 
matter of food and forage. 

The foraging parties are intrusted to officers in rota- 
tion from the different regiments, without experience in 
the issue of grain or food. This ought to be changed. 
The only proper people to attend to foraging parties are 
the officers of the Quartermaster’s Department. They 
ought to be made to attend to it in the same manuzer as 
to regular issues, the corps quartermaster mapping out 
the ground for his division quartermasters, who in turn 
assign to each brigade its foraging ground. 

All forage should be collected and issued by the brigade 
and regimental quartermasters proportionally and justly. 
This is a very difficult matter to enforce if the men carry 
forage on horses. They will manage to cheat their com- 
rades out of a fair share when they rejoin the regiment. 
A far better way is to impress the wheeled vehicles of 
the country into the service and forbid the carriage of 
grain on horses. The quartermasters can then keep the 
grain much more easily under their own control, and six 
or seven times as much can be brought in for distribu- 
tion, without any distress to the horses. For this pur- 
pose it is only necessary to supply every cavalryman in 
fature with a stout lasso rope, to fasten to the surcingle 
we have urged instead of a girth. This surcingle should 
be made of heavy oxhide leather, with a ring and strap 
fastening. To the ring should be knotted the rope. 

This lasso harness is in universal use on the pampas 
of South America, and is wonderfully adaptable. Its 

adoption has been urged for many years in the English 


service by Sir Francis Head, in different books and 
pamphlets, and the Russian cavalry have put it to 
practical use since 1814. After the battle of Montmirail 
in that year, General Osten Sacken succeeded in carry- 
ing off all the heavy guns in his retreat by harnessing 
fifty horsemen with long ropes to each piece. Although 
the ground was of the heaviest nature, the guns were 
brought off without difficulty. At the camps of in- 
struction in the Russian service the use of lasso harness 
is constantly practised. 

In our own cavalry sets, at the commencement of the 

war, lariat ropes were issued, with iron picket pins. 
These were soon disused. Their intention was to con- 
fine the horse at night, and permit him to graze while 
so tethered. In practice it was found that the horses 
were certain to get.entangled in the ropes, and cut their 
hind pasterns very dangerously. The picket pin was 
far too short to be of any use, and the rope too weak. 
But a modification of the system might be made very 
useful. <A lariat rope of sufficient strength, of leather 
if practicable, to be used to drag off guns, wagons, etc., 
would prove a most valuable addition to our cavalry 
equipment. 
In the matter of foraging this is more especially the 
case. Grain is always collected from farmyards, and there 
is not a farm anywherein which one or more carts or 
wagons are not to be found. If the foraging party num- 
bered, say fifty men, eight or ten of them would be «in- 
ply sufficient to drag a loaded wagon back to the regi- 
ment. A wagon can easily be loaded with five or six 
thousand pounds of grain, which would take, in the 
horseback system of transportation, from one hundred 
to one hundred and twenty horses to carry, at fifty 
pounds a horse. The rest of the party would be dispos- 
able as vedettes, scouts, and escort, if foraging in presence 
of the enemy. If bad mudholes intervened, any force 
up to fifty horses is instantly available to extricate the 
load of forage. No time is requisite to harness up. 
Each man puts the noose of his lasso around the wagon 
at some or any projection, and fifty horses can pul! as 
well as one. 


This system of foraging will be found particularly 
good in case of an attack by the enemy. A foraging 

party as at present constituted is almost defenceless. 
Every horse is so heavily loaded that he cannot gallop 
fast or far. The forage has to be thrown off if fighting 
begins, and if the attack is repelled much time is lost 
in picking it up again. 

By impressing carts aud wagons, and using lasso or 
lariat ropes, this trouble is entirely avoided. Four horse- 
men are sufficient to drag the wagon and the rest of the 

men are available to protect it. The lassos can be de- 
tached instantly, or the wagons may be abandoned by 
all hands till the enemy is repulsed. It will not run 
away, and the enemy cannot carry it off unless he too 
carries lessos. But, if foraging parties are attacked at 
all, it will almost always be by guerillas, partisan troops 
raised in the surrounding country, and quite unprovided 
with regular equipments. Once beaten off, the journey 
can be resumed. If the worst comes to the worst, it is 
but an ordinary fight. 

By using lassos, impressing carts, and putting all for- 
aging parties under charge of officers of the Quarter- 
master’s Department many abuses and dangers will be 
avoided. Nine foraging parties out of ten are attacked 
while scattered and plundering. Under the carrying 
system the scattering is almost unavoidable. Every 
man has to be at work, and vigilance is relaxed. 

Under the system advocated all this is changed. 
Foraging will be done by brigades, not regiments. A 
party strong enough to protect itself from any partisan 
attack, say a troop from each regiment, the whole about 
a hundred strong, is detailed to accompany the brigade 
quartermaster. The officer of the day should command 
this escort, which should be prepared for just one thing, 
to fight if necessary. The quartermaster should have 
his clerks, orderlies, etc., detailed to act as scouts while 
on the march, to range ahead and ascertain the location 
of stores of grain, barns, farms, ete. These men should 
be as lightly equipped as possible to enable them to be 
good scouts. The present practice is that they ‘become 
genteel idlers on a march. 

The nearest farm being found, it should be quickly oc- 
cupied, the party moving on the trot. A cordon of 
pickets should be thrown around at once, and the {escort 
halted, while the officers and one or two men enter the 
farm-yard. All negotiations should be conducted by the 
officers alone. The owner of the house should be civilly 
treated, and told that food and grain are all that is to 
be taken. He is certain to be civil. In those parts of 
the South in which the most intense acrimony existed 
during the late war, I never remember an instance where 
civility on our part did not bring corresponding civility 
from the enemy. The men should on no account be al- 
lowed to forage for themselves. They are perfectly cer- 








tain to plunder, and in that case to rouse enough acri- 
mony of feeling to render guerilla warfare a certainty. 
A working party should be detailed to dismount, un- 
armed, to load up the wagons with whatever is available. 
If their arms‘tre left them, they are sure to bully some 
one on the premises when out of sight of their officers. 
The wagons being loaded with grain (it must be remem- 
bered that ten thousand pounds will be a full day’s ra- 
tion for a thousand men), the question of food should al- 
ways be decided in a manner as merciful to the non- 
combatant as possible. An ox furnishes more meat if he 
is driven away, and causes less exasperation of feeling, 
than the slaughter of a yard full of chickens. An offi- 
cer should alwuys take as little as he possibly can, con- 
sistent with feeding the command. 

The advantages of foraging by brigades, and of using 
drag ropes to haul forage, are manifold. 
First. You can carry away more forage, and distribute 
it with less waste, besides incurring no more danger than 
on picket duty. 
Second. Your own discipline remains perfect, without 
that inevitable relaxation that comes of marauding and 
even of individual foraging. 


Third. The country people are less exasperated. 

This last advantage is very appreciable. Under irre- 
sponsible individual foraging, the poor farmer is no sooner 
quit of one party of the enemy than others come gallop- 
ing up yelling like fiends. The poor man is kept in a 
continual state of anxiety and alarm, and his helpless 
family of women are liable te constant insult. It is 
these insults of marauders more than the losses that 
raise the spirit of guerilla warfare in a country—a spirit 
of all others the most annoying in its results to a regu- 
lar army. A corps of cavalry of three divisions, each of 
three brigades, under the brigade system of foraging, 
will only have to find nine well-to-do farmers within a 
radius of five miles or a circuit of thirty. Each farmer 
will only receive one visit, and if he has not enough he 
will be very glad to tell you the name of his next neigh- 
bor, so as to equalize the burden and save himself. Very 
few farmers cannot furnish fifty sacks of some sort of 
grain or its equivalent in hay, and a hundred sacks will 
feed a brigade for a whole day. It is true that you bor- 
row the man’s wagon ; but as it will be left in camp, he 
can easily get it next day, when the column moves on. . 
Nine farmers out of ten will be glad to purchase exemp- 
tion from marauders at such a price. 

War is a cruel thing at its best, and in a cavalry raid, 
living off the country, the barbarities committed are 
often inconceivable. The exasperation of feeling caused 
by them is sure to produce the guerilla spirit, or bush- 
whackers. The excesses committed by our own forces 
in the Shenandoah valley and other places brought on 
this phase of war in Virginia. The consequences were 
so grave, that to save his army from constant raids, Gen- 
eral Sheridan was compelled to lay waste the whole 
valley, burning every house and barn that would afford 
cover to guerillas. The measure, founded on grim ne- 
cessity, was worthy of Attila. A different system at the 
commencement of the war, severer discipline and less 
robbing, would have saved us from guerillas altogether. 
The advantages of severe discipline are manifold. 
The country people dread a well-disciplined army less, 
the enemy dread it more. An army of marauders is lax 
in discipline, and must go down before equal bravery 
and better discipline in its enemy’s troops. 

Brigade foraging with drag ropes, as I have recom- 
mended, removes all excuse for straggling on the march, 
keeps the command uniformly supplied, and excites the 
minimum of ill-feeling in the country. On a raid it 
will be found the best way in any country whatever, 
whether poor or rich. If the party has to visit several 
places in a poor country, each wagon should be sent 
back, as loaded, with five or six men to guard and drag 
it. Care must be taken not to weaken the party too 
much in this way, however. Ina rich country a single 
large farm will often supply a brigade. 

Safeguards should in all cases be left at houses that 
have supplied the troops, to protect them from future 
pillage. In a friendly country, where foraging becomes 
necessary, receipts should be given by the quartermas- 
ters for feed and provisions. Ifthe Commissary Depart- 
ment is separated from the Quartermaster’s Department 
(which it certainly ought ‘not to be), the brigade and 
regimental commissaries must attend to the provision 
part of the foraging, remembering always the economy 
of flour or meal, as mixed with meat in the invaluable 
sausage ration. 

But as soon as a raid is over, and the cavalry has re- 
joined the Army, supplies should be regularly issued. 
No system of foraging, however good, can supply ap 
army for any length of time. The system of making 
war support war is well enough with an active general 
who can end a campaign in six weeks. If long sieges; 
and tedious operations are indulged].ia, » base and supp 
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plies are absolutely necessary. Oavalry is the only arm 
of the service that can be said toj.be comparatively in- 
dependent in this respect. As far as food is concerned, 
a well-eauipped and well-mounted body of cavalry thir- 
ty thousand strong, commanded by 2 general like Sheri- 
dan, could march from one end of the United States to 
the other, and if placed in Europe could do as they 
pleased, in summer, from Paris to Moscow. But even 


they are forced to have a depot somewhere to supply | good 


them with ammunition. And the rest of the army is 
still more dependent on bases and communications. 








RATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF THE MESS. 
THE PRACTICE IN THE RUSSIAN ARMY. * 


THE pay of the enlisted men of the Russian army be- 
ing very small, the government must provide for their 
support completely. The highest pay which any enlist- 
ed man can receive amounts yearly to 68 rubles 70 kopeks 
(about fifty dollars in gold), the rate of pay of a first ser- 
geant of the Finland sharpshooters of the guards. Gen- 
erally first sergeants receive 36 rubles ; sergeants, 9 rubles 
30 kopeks ; corporals, 7 rubles 80 kopeks ; privates, 5 rubels 
25 kopeks (four dollars gold). With such a low 
rate of pay, it is quite natural that the government should 
furnish subsistence for the men in all respects sufficient. 
This is done by issues in kind, and by the payment of 
money. The issue in kind consists of flour and groats 
drawn from magazines monthly, at the daily rate of 23 
pounds of flour and + pound of groats. The pay of the 
guards and of the troops of the line differs. For the 
former the sum necessary for the support of a certain 
number of men per year is ascertained, and the rate thus 
obtained forms the basis of the sum paid for one man. 
The troops of the line receive a fixed sum, varying in 
amount according to the locality in which the troops are 
stationed. 

The whole empire is divided into three districts in re- 
gard to the payment of ration money. The first district 
comprises the government of St. Petersburg, Archangel, 
Pskov, Esthonia, Taurin, and Finland; the second, 
all the governments of southern and western Russia; 
the third, all those of eastern Russia. 

In the first class each man is allowed 3 1-2 kopeks; in 
the second, 2 7-9 kopeks; in the third, 2 1-2 kopeks; in 
Poland, 5-6 kopek daily ; the kopek being three-quarters 
of a cent. This money is paid to each company 
three times each year, for four months in advance, 
calculated on the strength of the company, and form- 
ing the company subsistence fund. This fund is in- 
tended to provide for the daily support of the men; 
in other words, it is to be used for the purchase of suffi- 
cient meat, butter, oil, or vegetables for two meals daily. 
It is found, however, generally insufficient on account of 
the high prices of provisions, and other means had to be 
thought of to increase it. The quantity of flour allowed 
daily gives three pounds of bread, but, as no man can eat 
this amount, only enough bread is baked to satisfy the 
men. The flour thus saved is partly used for the prepa- 
ration of “ quass,” a beverage which is used during each 
meal in Russia. The remainder of the flour is sold. 
But even this addition to the subsistence’ fund would 
hardly suffice, and the men might often have but scanty 
fare, if no other means were available. The men them- 
selves contribute to the improvement of their mess by 
the proceeds of work done for citizens, a practice original 
with Russia, deeply rooted in her social condition. The 
country is very destitute of laborers, and it is to meet 
this want that soldiers receive permission at the close of 
the annual encampments, and, when circumstances seem 
te demand it, sometimes during the encampments, to as- 
sist citizens in their work, especially during harvesting 
time. During the four or six weeks’ furlough these sol- 
diers earn, as their labor is well paid, a considerable sum 
of money. But to compensate for the additional duty 
thrown on their comrades, they have to suffer a deduc- 
tion of about one-half of their earnings, which is paid 
into the subsistence fund of their company. Three ad- 
vantages are obtained by this measure : the meas of the 
company is improved, the want of labor in the empire is 
lessened, and the monotonous routine of garrison life is 
diversified. As things are in Russia, not much can be 
said against this system, especially considering the long 
time of service of the soldier, and as the men fare well 
under it. 

This peculiarity of the Russian service necessitates a 
peculiar administration and order of the mess. The 
men provide partly by their labor for their own subsist- 
ence; they are therefore allowed to manage the mess in 
a great many respects to their own liking. A strongly 
developed self-government reigns thus in an otherwise 
— regulated military administration. 

Each company is divided, in time of peace, into four 
squads. For the management of the mess, each squad 
elects one man, and another man is elected by the whole 
company, to whom an assistant capable of keeping ac- 
counts is given. These men are called the artel, and 
the men themselves artelishicks. It is their duty to pro- 
vide the necessary materials for the mess according to 
the amount of money received from the captain, either 
for a week or for a few days. This is no easy task, foron 
fast days the bill of fare must conform to the national 
custom and religious observances. After the bill of fare 
has been determined, the company artelishick buys the 
materials, which are closely i ted in regard to quan- 
tity and quality by the fim sergeant of the day. 
After having been cooked, they are divided between the 
four squads, each artelishick watching over the interest 
of his squad. 

The mess gives two meals daily, consisting generally 
of cabbage, or soup, or peas, ete., besides a good quantity 


* So far aa this article relates to the Russian ration it is translated 
i @ work published November last, at Berlin, entitled: “ Die 
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of groats. Meat is served once 2 day, and must weigh 
when cooked one-half pound. 

The rations are well p: and fully sufficient in 

uantity, the hale, hearty condition and appearance of 
the men bearing ample testimony to these facts. 

Besides the above-mentioned means to improve the 
rations, there is attached toeach barracks a kitchen gar- 
den worked by one man per company, the expenses being 
paid from vhe company fund. 

The plan of managing the company mess seems to be 
, and might perhaps be introduced with some 
modifications into the United States Army, at least in 
time of peace. The companies here are small, about the 
same strength as the Russian; but as our companies gen- 
erally mess together, six men do not seem to be required. 
Let the non-commissioned officers of each company elect 
one of their number, the privates one, and the whole 
company an additional one, this last man to make all 
purchases, or to draw the rations in kind from the com- 
missary, these three men to form a council of adminis- 
tration under the presidency of the senior officer—not 
company commander ; let this council determine, accord- 
ing to the resources of the company fund, the bill of fare, 
and hold them responsible for the proper management of 
the company mess. The company commander would, of 
course, remain as now é¢ officio the trustee of the fund 
and exercise the necessary control. The elected mem- 
bers to be changed after a specified time, and not to be 
re-elected immediately. 

As it is at present, the captain is in reality chief cook, 
the first sergeant his assistant ; and if they do nut hap- 
pen to s natural talent for this work, the company 
do not live as well as they might. Let the men have a 
share in the management of their own rations, and if 
they do not fare well, it is their own fault and must stop 
their growling. Against the introduction of this plan 
some objections may be raised, but still it is believed to 
be practicable, and its adoption may have very beneficial 
results, and will certainly remedy some of the but too well 
founded complaints which the men are powerless ina 
great many instances to correct. The so-called savings 
are generally not made in the manner contemplated by 
the Regulations. At ration day the first sergeant leaves 
with the commissary a certain quantity of articles to be 
paid for at the end of the month. Towards the end of 
the ten days he finds out, for instance, that he left too 
much coffee, but instead of drawing the quantity neces- 
sary to make tolerably good coffee, he uses simply less 
for each meal; in other words, he makes the amount he 
drew last, a proceeding which is generally followed with 
most articles of the ration; and then he boasts at the end 
of the month of the high figure of his savings, the height 
of his ambition being to show the most money saved. 

The value of the ration is sufficient to ps to the men 
good, substantial board. Nothing should be purchased 
out of the company fund but provisions and the necessa- 

mess utensils, and company and post commanders 
should be held responsible that this is strictly observed. 

In this connection it may be appropriate to mention 
the saving of flour as now practised at the different posts. 
The ration of flour is 18 ounces, giving barely enough 
bread for the support of a man. But the practice at 
most of the posts is simply to bake 18 ounces of bread 
for eachman. The rest of the flour is sold, and the pro- 
ceeds form, after deducting the expenses of the bakery, 
the post and regimental funds. Both these funds are un- 


posts and regiments. Congress has decided that the ex- 
pense of maintaining regimental bands is too heavy a 
burden for the national treasury; but as they seem tv be 
indispensable, the powers that be simply order that they 
must be maintained out of funds gained from an insuffi- 
cient issue of bread to enlisted men. 

It seems also not to be right that men not stationed at 
the posts where these bands are kept should contribute 
to their maintenance. If regimental bands are indis- 
pensable, and the country at 1 be too poor to provide 
for the oengaen f expenses of their maintenance, make 
every officer and man give a fixed sum of his pay per 
month for the fund necessary to maintain them, but do 
not make the enlisted man alone pay for the privilege of 
having music at a post by depriving him of a part of his 
necessary bread. 

The other purposes, forming regimental and post 
libraries, etc., for which-the post and regimental funds 
are set aside, are very in intention, but are very 
rarely carried out for the real benefit of the enlisted men, 
at least not the regimental libraries. The justice of the 
whole proceeding by which post and regimental funds 
are created seems to be doubtful, and the use of the 
funds creates but little good. Abolish these funds alto- 
gether, and divide the real bona fide savings made by 


sumed, between the companies at the post, to be accounted 
for in the return of their company fund. 

Other means might be found to provide for all the pur- 
poses for which post and regimental funds are now used ; 
collect the pay due to deserters after all claims of the 
Government have been satisfied, for instance. 

At nearly the majority of posts there is sufficient land 
available for the purpose of cultivating kitchen gardens, 
their produce forming a very desirable addition for the 
company messes, but here again all the expenses are 
borne by the enlisted men. [If officers are stationed at 
such posts, where fresh vegetables cannot be procured 
otherwise, issue to them at the same rate as to enlisted 
men ; that is to say, if the family of the officer consist of 
six persons, issue to him the same quantity issued to six 
enlisted men, and when the expenses are to be settled, 
make the officer bear his share, the share falling u 
the enlisted men to be paid out of the company fund. 
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ARMY AND NAVY LIFE INSURANCE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Having read with great interest the communi- 
cation of Lieutenant-Commander Davenport, in your is- 
sue of March 25, permit me to give afew figures on 
which ourfcompany relies to prevent the 
which your co dent marks out for us. 

Mh. whole subject of insurance is based upon proba-~ 
ilities : 

1st. The probability of a certain amount of interest 
being received. 

2d. The probability of a certain rate of mortality 
being experienced, and in this case the probability of a 
“so ich the rrusne Beta rankn te: - 

the past century, the country has been engaged 
fourteen years in war, or three and a half years in each 
quarter of a century. Reducing the aumber of deaths 
aig officers of the Regular Army, from 1861 
to 1865 inclusive, to four years, we find that 
there were twenty-six in a thousand. Hence, 
let us assume that a company has in force two 
hundred policies insuring $10,000 each, issued four 
years since, at the age of thirty-five, for an annual pre- 
mium of $263 80, from which 15 per cent. is immedi- 
ately deducted as expenses of conducting the business; 
let all the surplus earnings have been distributed, leay- 
ing the net reserve required by American mortality at 
4; per cent.; let the fands accumulate at 9 per cent. per 
annum, and suppose the company experience the ordi- 
nary mortality during the fifth year; then let a war 
break out and continue three years, increasing the rate 
of mortality to twenty-six in a thousand annually. The 

















progress of the fund for one year of peace, succeeded by 
three years of war, and then two years of peace, is shown 
— Reserves b’ I 
es by Surplus or 
N. ¥. VaPn. Deficiency. 
Reserve at of 39 on 200 poli- 
cies iss a scarce $83,433 00 
200 premiums, (expenses 
deducted) Roaesaauseneda Soteek 44,846 00 
Fund at beginning of 5th year...128,279 00 
Add 9 per cent. interest..... veoe 11,645 11 
139,824 11 
Deduct for two deaths.......... 20,000 00 
Fund end of 5th year, .......+..119,824 11 $105,332 04 + $14,492 07 
198 premiums, $224 23 each..... 44,297 54 
Fund, beginning 6th year.......164,221 65 
Add 9% per cent. interest......... 14,779 95 
179,001 60 
Deduct for five deaths (war)..... 50,000 00 
Fund, end of 6th Fear........... 129,901 60 125,675 81 +8,325 79 
Add 193 premiums.............. 43,276 39 
Fund, beginning 7th year....... 172,277 99 
Add 9 per cent. interest........ 15,505 02 
187,783 O1 
Deduct for five deaths (war).... 50,000 00 
Fund, end of 7th year....... .~-+187,783 01 145,692 48 —7,909 47 
Add 188 premiums...... soscseee 42,155 24 : 
Fund, beginning 8th year...... 179,938 25 
Add 9 per cent. interest........ 16,194 44 
196,132°69 
Deduct for five deaths (war).... 50,000 00 
Fand, end of 8th year.......... 146,182 69 165,318 54 —19,185 85 
183 premiums........ eoccee 41,034 09 
Fund, beginning 9th year.. .....187,166 78 
Add 9 per cent. interest........ 16,845 01 
204,011,79 
Deduct for two deaths (peace).. 20,000 00 
Fund, end of 9th year..........184,011 79 187,620 98  -~3,609 1% 
Add 181 premiumS...,.+-00..00+ 40,585 63 
Fund, beginning 10th year......2%24,597 42 
Add § percent. Intenest.-....... 20,218 77 
244,811 19 
Deduct two deaths..........+++ 20,000 00 
Fund, end 10th year........-++0224,811 19 210,228 34 +14,582 85 


Here it will be seen that although we have placed the 
mortality in the Army at double what it really is jin 
time of peace, and give the com an eri of 
three years of war in ten instead of twenty-five, allowing 
them to use up the entire surplus of the branch during 
its first four years, yet at the end of the tenth year we 
hold a surplus of over fourteen thousand dollars. In re- 
gard to section 17, of the company not permitting the 
surplus to be divided in the manner proposed in this 
branch, or as to whether the circular as issued was au- 
thorized by the company, I beg all persons feeling any 
doubt upon the point to apply to the home office in St. 

nis 


It is only just to the undertaking which I have con- 
nected myself with, to ask my brother officers to give 
ight in reading Lieutenant-Commander Daven- 





To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sim: I have read with some attention the rather re- 
markable communication a gl Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, published in your jour- 
nal of 25th instant, in to insurances upon the 
lives of military and naval officers. 

Some years ago you published a letter from “myself in 
reply to a communication from some prominent 

of the Navy in which they did me the honor 
inion, as an expert, concerning the 

t method of securing the 


s 
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eonnected (the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New 
business, 


York) on account of its immense but fo: 


a, redslgry 
Louie 


method of carrying it into execution. 
ify 0 inion is that, Rroperty conducted, such a branch, 
in which officers are charged ta 
only in peace and in war, can safely be formed by a well 
and prudently company, such as I 
eve the one in question to be, and that in this man- 
ner Army.and Navy officers may secure the benefits of 
life insurance more effectually and more economically 
than by any otlier method. But the course suggested 
by the ordinary dictates of prudence and sound manage- 
ment would be very different from the one assumed by 
your correspondent as n to be followed. 

The proper margins and safeguards to guard against 
the contingencies of war hal surely be provided in 
time of ; but even if they were not, and the sur- 
plus were wholly divided at the beginning of each year, 
there would still be in any eS least one year’s 
accrued surplus at the time of breaking out of war. 

Again, the rate of mortality which your correspondent 
assumes is entirely incorrect in its proposed application 
—that is, the rate in the whole force, among volunteers 
as well as regulars, during the first few months of the 
war, when the volunteer officers were quite unused to 
the perils and exposures incident to a campaign. If he 
will take the mortality among regulars, and during the 
whole war, he will find occasion to make very different 
assumptions, and which will produce entirely different 
results from those published by him. 

It is, in my opinion, quite within the power of a com- 
pany to place such safeguards around a department of 
its business, such as the proposed Army and Navy 
branch, as will enable it to meet successfully the liabil- 
ities arising from the contingencies of war, and yet so 
apportion and award its surplus as to give each person 
his full equity therein. And thisI know is the course 
contemplated by the officers and managers of the com- 
pany referred to. Very respectfully yours, 

SHEPPARD Homans, Coasulting Aciuary. 

New Yorks, March 27, 1871. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Suam Figutine.—We refer in another artidle to the value 
of rifle target practice for the National Guard, and give facts 
to show with what interest this practice is regarded by the 
volunteers of England. Another means of military instruc- 
tion which is very popular with the English volunteer service 
on field days is sham fighting; and we find that it is even 
undertaken in the land of the ‘‘ heathen Chinee’’ by Eng- 
lish volunteer troops there organized. The following ac- 
count, taken from the Shanghai News Letter, will show how a 
sham fight came off in that far-away land : 

Since our last issue, the Shanghai volunteers have been 
called out twice for blank cartridge firing and sham fighting. 
Upon the first occasion the command was divided as usual ; 
one half of the force, acting upon the defensive, took up a 
good position on the Soochow creek, some four miles from 
the city, and awaited there the attack. This commenced in 
the usual way with skirmishing, which soon disclosed the 
line of defence, and was followed by a steady rattling fire 
from the Snider rifles, aided by some very good artillery 
practice, and as the lines drew closer to each other charges 
were ordered and well executed, which brought the fight to 
® successful conclusion; not however before some of the 
companies, refusing to give ground, got into a general melee 
with their opponents. Rifles were clubbed and prisoners 
taken, ard affairs were looking just a shade serious, when 
the officers cleverly got their men in hand again, and the 
fight ended over a happy reunion around ths regimental 
canteen. 

On the 2d inst. the whole command, under Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Brewer, marched out on the French road beyond the 
Ningpo a and spent an afteraoon in skirmishing 
with an imaginary foe. The different evolutions were gone 
thro with very creditably, and while the exercises lasted 
the city walls were crowded with Chinese spectators, the 
ground over which the troops had mancuvred being in the 
meantime fought for by gangs of Chinese boys in their eager 
pursuit of metal cartridge cases. 

When the First division parade grounds are definitely lo- 
cated and prepared for use, we trust the division commander 
or the brigade commanders will attempt something of this 
kind. A little practice and a proper exercise of care would 
make sham fighting interesting and beneficial to the service. 

There are other improvements which might with benefit be 
introduced into the National Guard service, especially among 
the well organized troops of New York State, and not the 
least of these is a system of annual encampments, which have 
already been too long neglected by the State authorities. 
We trust these and other new methods of relieving the State 
service of its monotony will receive the attention of those 
who have power, so that the State of New York shall lead off 
in these improvements, and not be left to follow the steps of 
other States which are prompter to recognize their ad- 
vantages. — 

Tuimteents InrantRy.—There is an apparent apathy 
in this command which omens badly for its good reputa- 
tion. 1t is some time since a battalion drill has been ordered, 
and nothing of a definite nature has transpired since the 
grand ball held in February last. It will not do for a regi- 
ment of the unusually good character of the Thirteenth to 
retrograde, after leading the van in numerical strength and 
otherwise since the fall inspection. The season is approach- 
ing ‘its'end ; let not the regiment “‘halt’’ so near the ter- 

mination of the campaign. On Monday evening tast First 











Lieutenant Elias Hull was unanimously elected captain of 
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other reason so far as I am aware, would not be willing 


suggestion, it seems, has been adopted by the St. 


Mutual Life Insurance Company, and its officers 
have done me the honor to consult me in regard to the 


ular rates of premium 


Company H, vice Van Cleef, resigned, and Private S. T. 
Strong first lieutenant, vice Hull, promoted. Captain Hull is 
a veteran of the National Guard, and a very competent 
officer. On the 13th of April Company H gives a prome- 
nade concert at the arsenal, forthe benefit of one of ite drum- 
mers who issick and in embarrassed circumstances. The man- 
ner in which thiscompany has conducted ites entertainments 
heretofore is a guarantee of what this will be, and we doubt 
not all who attend will not only be doing good tos worthy 
cause, but will spend a pleasant evening. Ex.Captain Van 
Cleef, we are glad to observe, still takes an active interest in 
the affairs of the company. Extensive repairs and alterations 
are being made to the officer’s and company meeting rooms 
of this regiment. It is about time that something was done 

for the Thirteenth in that line. Quartermaster-Sergeant 

Gahagan has been promoted first lieutenant of Company A. 


Szeconp BrieapE.—General Orders No. 3, series of 1871, is- 
sued from these headquarters, approving the proceedings, find- 
ings, and sentences of the brigade court-martial convened by 
General Orders No. 11, series of 1870, from these headquarters, 
of which Colonel Frank W. Sterry, Sixth Infantry ;N. @ 
S. N. Y¥.,was president, are countermanded, and the pro- 
ceedings, findings, and sentences of said court are disap- 
proved, Colonel F, A. Conkling, commanding brigade. 


Ninta Iyrantry.—This command, now just one year un- 
der its new colonel, is still flourishing, and as enthusiastic 
agever. The extension and general aiterations of its ar- 
mory have progressed slowly during the past season, anil, 
although the regiment has been somewhat sheltered from 
storms, the chaotic condition of the interior of the building has 
been uninviting, and ordinarily would have discouraged atten- 
dance at drills. But, strange to say, the condition of the build- 
ing has not materially affected the attendance, and the mem- 
bers have displayed unusual interest during the entire sea- 
son. The new armory of the Ninth, located in Twenty-sixth 
street, between Seventh and Eighth avenues, when com- 
pleted, will be one of the largest and most eligible in the 
city, and, for general drill purposes and size of rooms, only 
one armory (Twenty-second) in this city can excel it. ‘the 
main drill-room, located (unfortunately) on the uppermost 
floor, resembles in forma “rink.’’ The walls are of very 
great thickness, and the roof issupported by massive Georgia 
pine arches, whose extreme height reaches fifty-four feet from 
the floor. This room—which, of course, is entirely free from 
columns of any character—has an uninterrupted scope for a 
frontage of at least forty files, and is in size 100 by 200 feet. 
It is well ventilated from the top, and has three tiers of 
windows, Two stairways of ample width, on either side, lead 
to this room from the floor below, where the company rooms 
are in course of erection. These rooms, a portion of which 

only are in process of completion, are 25 by 38 feet in size, 

16 feet high, have three windows, and are located on either 
side of a main passageway 14 feet wide‘ running through the 
centre of the building. The armory has two entrances from 
Twenty-sixth street; and the addition to the building, 
which is of brick, with Nova Scotia stone trimmings, is 
well and handsomely built. The flooring of the 
main drill-room is of narrow pine boards laid 
at angles, on a cement bedding, and firm and solid as a 
rock, double-time movements making little or no : perceptible 
impression on the building. The interior of the building is 
nowhere near completion; and work upon it has been 
almost entirely suspended. The city authorities, we learn, 
are awaiting the passage of an appropriation bill before con- 
tinuing the work. The whole alterations, when completed, 
will cost perhaps the smal! sum of $100,000, a portion only of 
which expense the city bears. Even if the work is com- 
menced immediately, it will take the entire summer to com- 
plete the interior arrangements of the building, which are 
to be of the most elaborate style. 

The drum corps of this command, Drum-Major Hill, pa- 
rade for inspection and practice onthe 6th of April. On 
Monday evening Company K elected Second Lieutenant A. 
P. Bacon first lieutenant, and Quartermaster-Sergeant James 
A. Mulligan second lieutenant, vice Bacon, promoted. These 
selections are most excellent. The band concerts given at 
the Opera House on Sunday evenings are largely attended, 
and become more enjoyable as they draw toward a termina- 
tion. Carlo Patti is a good mnsician and leader, and he has 
talented followers. 


A Miuitary and Masqverapz Reception was given by 
Company F, Fifty-fifth regiment, at the regimental armory, 
corner of Seventh street and Third’avenue, on Monday even- 
ing, the 27th. The guests, after making their toilets and 
adjusting their masques in the reception rooms on the first 
floor, were conducted to the large drill-room, which had been 
expressly decorated for the occasion with grotesque carica- 
tures in gay colors pasted on the walls. The gun-racks 
were partially concealed by banners of the different States 
of the Union, which were hung in front of them. About 
ten o’clock the ball was opened with the usual preliminary 
march, which was headed by Captain Boebrer (in uniform) 
conducting the ‘‘ Queen of Night.’’ Then followed a motley 
procession of figures, combining the gorgeous and grotesque 
in startling variety. There were royal personages in vel- 
vets and spangles, and American Indians in war paint and 
feathers, and French gamins, and peasants in mob-ocaps, 
and overgrown boys, and harlequins, and columbines. There 
was an Italian organ-grinder, who gave concerts between 
the dances; anda military ‘‘bummer’’, who, later in. the 
evening, resolved himself into a noisy Hibernian, in _ both of 





which characters he was so natural as to barely ‘escape 
ejection as an outsider. There was a chimney-sweep who 
was continually leaning his ladder against people’s backs, 
and mounting to the top to scrape an imaginary chimney. 
But the most Iudierous feature of the evening was an old 
woman carrying on her back a basket, in which sat a soldier 
(wearing a cavalry uniform and infantry cap) plscidly smok- 
ing a pipe; it is needless to say that the old woman was 
imaginary. Supper was served from 11 till 2, and the 
dancing was kept up till sunrise. The most perfect har- 
mony and good humor was maintained throughout the en- 
tertainment, and everybody had a good time. Among the 
guests were Colonel Alien, as King of Trumps ; Major Fuller, 
as Brother Jonathan; Admirable Kneich, as Columbine; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dunn, Major Gilon, Lieutenant-Colone! 
Schilling, Captain Newmaster, Monsieur Berteau, aud others. 
The affair was ane of the most ‘‘ jolly ” ever given by the com- 
pany, and the whole management characteristic of one of 
the best commands in the regiment. 


Upton’s Critics.—In reply to a communication under 
this head in our last week’s number we have received the 
following letter from the subaltern referred to, who is unne-~ 
cessarily sensitive, considering, apparently, the criticisms of 
his superior and our own as a personal matter. Of course, 
we had neither him nor any other individual in mind : 


New York, March 25, 1871. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: In perusing the columns of your valuable journal of this 
date I find a communication referring to your judgment for 
decision several disputed questions. Among others is sub- 
mitted the question of the correctness or authority of “ Left by 
twos” when the right of the company is in front. It is evident 
that your correspondent did not state to you in his communication 
how his “ subaltern ” came to command “ Left by twos” when the 
right of the column was in front. AsI am the “‘subaltern” re- 
ferred to, I beg leave to trespass upon your time in order to explain 
myself. I was directed to _— several company movements, 
which having been explained, I was directed to execute them by 
comm: nds to that effect. Among others, I explained the “ Right 
by twos” first, then gave command for execution: I theu ex- 
plained “ Left by twos,” and gave command for the execution 
thereof. This is the origin of the “ Left by twos” submitted to 
you for decision. As the object to be attained was the instruc ion 
of the company, and not a question of strictly proper commands, 
I did not deem it necessary to countermarch the company by 
** Fours left about,” and then give the command “ Left by twos,” 
but gave the command as referred to above, in order to test the at- 
tention of the men, and execute the movement in the least space of 
time. The reply to your correspondent for this movement will be 
found in paragraph 2 of your answers, in which you state: “‘ When 
the right of the company is in front (primitive formation), to re- 
duce the front to two men, the command should be ‘ Right by 
twos.’ Upton certainly did not intend his ‘ utility movements’ 
for officers so ignorant of his principles as your subaltern,” etc. 
That Iam and always bave been aware of the first sentence of your 
answer my record as an officer has been conclusively evident, and 
it is alsoto be inferred from the preceding explanations of this 
communication. 

I am perfectly willing to be criticised in everything Ido asa 
National Guard officer, and even court just criticism ;. but then all 
facts should be known. As regards the correctness or authority for 

iving the command “ Left by twos” when the right of the column 
fin front, permit me to refer you to phs 586 and 588 of Up- 
ton’s Tactics. Ifthe movement or execution of this command is 
not warranted by those pa: phs, I am simply inistaken in the 
construction I place upon the spirit of the words contained therein. 
Paragraph 586 clearly permits “ a by twos” when the left is in 
front ; paragraph 588, the “‘ Left by twos” when the right is in 
front. ‘The former paragraph is somewhat more explicit than the 
latter, and the question very naturally will arise: Ifthe “ Right 
by twos” is permitted when the left is in front, why not the “ Left 
by twos” when the right isin front? This is at least the manner 
in which I interpret the two ———_ mentioned above. If I 
am wrong in the inference that I w from the paragraphs men- 
tioned, I am penioetiy satisfied to bear the odium attendant on my 
construction, and will endeavor to be somewhat nearer perfection 
by a closer attention to the study of Upton’s Tactics hereaftér. 
I, nevertheless, feel somewhat gratified in perusing your answers 
to the communication, from the fact that I was the only line officer 
in the regiment who contended that the colonel was right in the 
ployment and deployment as referred to by your co adent. 

There is a company movement in particular which has been ex- 
ecuted by a company of the regiment, which, although not men- 
tioned distinctly in Upton’s Tactics, can be executed, and in which 
the question is, the proper position of the first lieutenant, third 
and fifth sergeants. 

This question is When a company advancing in line of battle, 
then three fours, broken from the right to rear supposing the com- 
pany to consist of six full fours), then the “‘ Fours left about,” etc., 
commanded, where shall the first lieutenant, third and fifth ser- 
geants place themselves, on the right or left of that portion broken 
into column, or in the rear of that portion remainingin line? I 
maintain upon the left flank of that portion of the company broken 
into column. : 

I believe I have now sutliciently explained myself in regard to 
“ Left by twos” when the right is in front, and with the views I 
entertain, as above expre » would be pleased to receive your 
decision ; also the last question relative to the position of the heu- 
tenant and file-closers. 

In conclusion permit me to again apvlogize for trespassing 80 
much upon your time, and hoping to receive an answer to both 
questions, I am your obedient servant, A. G. 


1. Notwithstanding A. G.’s explanation, we still hold to 
the opinion expressed in our last number as to the eom- 
mand ‘‘Left by twos’’ when the right is in front. The 
very words ‘‘Right by’ and “ Left by’’ clearly show what 
was intended. The Tactics state explicitly that when the 
right is in front, or with the file-closers on the right of 
the column, it is the two files on the right of each group of 
four that continue the march, and the two on the left of each 
group that mark time till disengaged. When the left is 
in front, or with the file-closers on the left of the column, it 
is the two files on the right of each group that mark time till 
disengaged, and the two on the left that continue the march. 

The paragraphs referred to (586 and 588) explain partic- 
ularly the movement of the half group; and we think you 
are misled by the words, “Should the leading or rear corps 
consist of two files, at the command March the rear rank 
men will mark time,’’ etc. You must be aware that it is 
possible to have the leading four, even when the right is in 
front, consist of two files ; if you have any doubts about this, 
look at paragraph 1,142. The explanations set forth in para- 
graphs 586 and 588 are very necessary, but they do not su- 
thorize ‘‘Left by twos” when the right is in front, ner 
“ Right by twos ’’ when the left is in front. 

2. Inreply to your second question, we would state that 
the Tactics are not intended solely for the drill-room. Inthe 
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his battalion in retreat when in column by company and 
with fours broken to the rear. In maneuvring 2 company 
in a limited space, such a movement might be necessary, 
although scarcely proper. We agree with you, however, 
because there is nothing better for those officers to do than to 
remain where they were. 

Srxrn Inranrry.—The association for amusement and | 
mutual benefit which was formed some time since in this 
command has applied for a charter, the names of one hun- | 





dred members -having been duly subscribed. During leisure | 


hours after and previous to drill the members of this associ- 
ation propose amusing themselves by the many means to be 
provided in the regimental armory, such as bowling alley, 
billiards, etc. This is perhaps an innovation on general 
military principles and uses of armories, and an experiment 
which needs a trial before we should recommend its adoption 
by other organizations ; still the regiment has a big armory, 
is big in numbers, and particularly favored by ‘‘ Big Six; ” 
it therefore, to use a slang phrase, should do ‘' big things,” 
and will undoubtedly, if its present energetic sommander, 
Colonel Sterry stands, metaphorically speaking, at the helm. 
Companies C, D, E, and H assembled for drill by battalion 
on Tuesday evening last, and every Tuesday evening there- 
after until further orders (except during the first week in 
April) will be devoted to the same purpose. Companies A, B, 
F, I, and K assemble on Wednesday evenings until further 
orders (except during the first week in April) for battalion 
drill. Commandants of companies are ordered to arrange 
company meetings, so that all the companies shall hold them 
between the 3d and 8th days of April. 


Tue Seventy-Finst Invantry is actively preparing for 
its annual reception on the 11th inst. at the Academy of 
Music, which undoubtedly will be unusually fine. The 
American Guard some two years since gave one of the best 
managed balls ever given in the metropolis, and that is no 
small praise. From what we can learn the members will 
endeavor to excel themselves on this occasion. A number of 
‘foreign’? guests, and a largedelegation of the ‘‘ Bond- 
holders’ Temperance Association”? of Providence, R. I., have 
been or will be invited. Captain Spear of Company C has re- 
signed, and Captain Osgood of Company A, we learn, pro- 
poses doing the samething. Query: Are these resignations on 
account of the “ false imprisonment’ case decision? Serg. 
Wm. D. Hannon, Company A, and Privates Noah Allen, 
Geo. S. B. Worthen, and Levi S. Defriese, Company B, have 
been discharged on account of expiration of term of service. 
Corporal H. M. H. Walker, Company H, has passed the Ex~ 
amining Board, and received a warrant. Commandants of 
companies are directed to send to these headquarters the 
names of such of their command as intend to compete for the 
prizes at the Academy of Music on the 11th inst., and to also 
designate those eligible to the silver cup. The contestants 
will report (in full fatigue) at these headquarters to the com- 
mandant on Monday, April 3, at 8 o’clock. The headquar- 
ters of this command is removed to its new armory at the 
junction of Broadway, Sixth avenue, and Thirty-fifth street. 

A very large and select assemblage gathered at the State Ar. 
senal on Tuesday evening [last to witness a full-dross parade of 
this fine regiment. It paraded on this occasion three hun- 
dred and forty-five strong. Colonel Harry Rockafeller was in 
command, assisted by LieutenantsColonel Wolcott, Major 
Eunson, and Adjutant Francis. The drum corps only was 
present (and, by the way, this corps needs more practice) ; 
and the line was formed shortly after 8 o’clock, presenting 
an admirable appearance. The frontage (twelve and a half 
files) was almost too great for any extended movements. 
Those performed therefore were few, in the main, the march- 
ings by fours, company, and division, ploy and deployments, 
column of fours break to the right to march to the left, ete. 
The drill closed with a review, Lieutenant-Colonel Welcott 
assuming command. The wheeling by fours and the dis- 
tances were not remarkably good, the ranks failing to pre- 
serve the alignment; <marching hy company and division, 
ths wheelings were cxceedingly well performed, the right 
company being the best, the commandant apparently having 
good control of the men, and being one of the coolest officers 
duriog the drill. In forming division on the march, the fifth 
division commander invariably omitted the preparatory 
command “ Forward.”? We observed that the adjutant, like 
zome other officers that we have seen, in opening the ranks 
commands, *' To the rear open order.’’ Let us remind him 
that the words ‘‘ To,the ” are obsolete and superfluous. Other- 
wise Adjutant Francis is very well informed as to his duties. 
The drill was remarkably good, the manual showing 2 marked 
improvement. In the ployments we observed that this, like 
many regiments, posts markers. Now, although many com- 
mandants do this, we still fail to see any authority for its 
per formance. The ‘‘ American Guard,” undoubtedly, is 
the most manly organization in the National Guard; 
scarcely 2 member is without a beard ; and as they appeared 
on ,this occasion in their neat fall dress, they 
well deserved and certainly gained the admiration of 
aliobservers. At the close of the drill Sergeant Yeomans, 
of Company D, was presented on behalf of the company, by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wolcott, with a handsome gold medal 
for twenty-one years’ continuous servicein the company and 
regiment. 

Tweirte Inrantry.—This command assembled in chas- 
seur uniform at the State Arsenal on Wednesday eveuing 
for battalion drill. Colonel Ward was in command, and the 
battalion for drill purposes was consolidated into eight com- 


mands of twelve files front. The movements performed were 
similar to those executed at the many battalion drills of this 
regiment during the season, those ofthis drill, however, being 
principally by the “‘left.’’ The men at the opening of the 
drill were not remarkably steady, yet as the marchings con. 
tinued, and by the excellent practice of the commandant fre- 
quently halting, the men gradually obtained a good and cor- 
rect cadence step, and increased in steadiness; so that at the 
close of the drill, especially at a ‘‘ parade rest,’’ the great 
steadiness of the members and the general good execution of 
the battalion movements elicited loud applause from the 
many spectators present. There were no remarkably grave 
errors committed, and the drill on the whole was certainly 
equal to previous drills of the regiment. The Twelfth is a 
hard-working regiment, has a competent field, and deserves 
the gradual eminence it has obtained. 


Tae Wesster Lieut GuaARD.—The annual reception of Com™ 
pany E, Twelfth regiment, ‘‘ Webster Light Guard,’’ took 
place at the regimental, armory on Tuesday evening, the 28th. 
This company, which is famous for its precision in drill, is 
also noted scarcely less for its elegant receptions. The 
music by Wallace was excellent on this occasion; the 
feast which was spread in{an upper room was ample; and 
the ‘‘ Honorables ”’ of the Reception Committee were ubiqui- 
tous and untiringin their attentions to guests. The rooms 
were well filled at an early hour; and, being graced by the 
presence of many pretty ladies in becoming toilets, with offi- 
cers of both divisions in uniform, the ball was attractive 
to the looker-on, and delightful to the active participator. 
The captain of the company was absent, owing to family 
bliss ; but the members of the company endeavored, by re- 
doubled zeal and activity, to supply his place, and their suc- 
cess was gratifying to everybody concerned. 

Sevents Inrantry.—The armory of this command was 
filled to repletion by its many friends on, Wednesday even- 
ing, the ocoasion being the right wing drill, and the last of 
the series ordered for that wing. The wing comprised 
Companies H, A, D, G, and C, and the companies 
presented a frontage of twenty-six files. Colonel 
Clark was in command, and the regimental 
band was in attendance by special request of the 
members. At intervals previous to the opening of the drill 
and at its termination it discoursed some excellent music. 
The seats provided for spectators were all filled long before 
the hour of assembly, the majority, in fact, being occupied long 
before the gas was lighted, so that by seven o’clock every 
available space for spectators was filled. Those who came 
late occupied their time in inspecting the armory and 
company rooms, ali of which were thrown open to the public. 
We presume the drill was good, although we, like hundreds 
of others, were disappointed in witnessing it ; yet we fancied 
from the sense of hearing that the loadings and firings were 
not up to the last drill of this wing, especially by company. 
A short pr ade t took place after the drill, which 
was enjoyed by those who had the patience to stay until its 
close. The left wing assemble under similar circumstances 
on the 3d, and we would advise those who wish a seat cr 
haye a desire to see the drill‘to go early—in the afternoon. 
The concert and general reception of the active and veteran 
members takes place at the Academy of Music on the 13th of 
April. 

The boxes at the Academy on the evening of the concert 
will be disposed of at auction, at the armory, April 6, at 8 
o’clock P. M. 

Various Irgus.—Company G, Twelfth Infantry, Captain 
McGowan, gives its annual reception on the evening of April 
6 at the regimental armory, Broadway and Thirty-fourth 
street. The companies of the Twelfth this season are par- 
ticularly festive, and Company G, if last, is not among the 
least of them......An annoying though very apparent error 
of the types occurred in last week’s Journat in two in- 
stances, whereby the words ‘‘ parade rest’’ were printed 
‘*parade drese.’’......Private Fred. Wurster, an embryo 
soldier in Company B, Twenty-third Infantry, entertained 
his personal friends, lady and gentlemen, at his residence, 
Brooklyn, E. D., on the evening of the 31st ult...... The Ger- 
man peace celebration on the 10th will receive the hearty 
co-operation of all the German organizations of the First and 
Second divisions, many of which will make their first appear- 
ance in new and recently adopted uniforms......Captain Wm. 
H. Heathcote, late of the Eighth, still later of the Forty- 
seventh, recently again joined an ‘‘A’’ number “8”? 
regiment. The captain is capable, ambitious, and withal a 
well-looking soldier ; in Sne, he is too good an officer to go 
roaming from one regiment to another. We trust he is now 
settled and well *‘ off with the new love and on with the old.” 
rere The Third brigade, First division, Brigadier-General 
Varian, will parade for field exercises the latter part of May 
next. Tompkins Square, we presume, will be used, unless 
some more suitable place is chosen in the meantime... ..Com- 
pany K, Ninth Infantry, Captain Spencer, though last, is not 
least among the companies of the Ninth regiment in drill, 
discipline, or the character of its members. The company 
will make an evening parade on the 12th in celebration of 
its first anniversary; after which, we hear, it proposes a 
feast of ‘‘ soul and reason.’’...... Major Gilon is now on a tour 
of inspection of the books of the First brigade organizations. 
He is one of the few inspectors who understand their business 
and who renders a complete report of the absolute and rela« 
tiva condition of the troops they examine......0ur correspon- 
dent, ‘Hugarps,” asks: ‘*Whence do colonels of the 








———— a 
National Guard derive their authority for placing markers 
in front of the division which is to advance, in the ploy- 
ments? In the deployments they are certainly necessary 
and according to regulation; but in ploying into column, 
where there are no guides to cover them and where the chief 
of division may be supposed competent to count off. nine 
paces, not even General Upton’s ‘utility’ standard can jus- 
tify the practice. By the way, Casey’s first motion of carry 
from support seems to be retained in the Seventh. Why is 
this?’’ 1. Many colonels of the National Guard do this, 
but not all; nevertheless, there is no authority for so doing. 
2. Very many regiments, like the Seventh, have adopted a 
manual of their own, finding that of Upton less applicable 
to their purposes; but probably this also comes under the 
‘‘utility ’ standard, as you term it. If we remember cor- 
rectly there was an order issued from the War Department 
just after the issue of Upton’s Tactics in 1867 relative to a 
change in the “ manual of arms,” calling, we think, on 
Regular Army officers for some suggestions relative to a 
modification of Upion’s manual. It was on this, perhaps, 
that the Seventh based its authority to change its manual. 
conees Company E, Thirty-second regiment, held its first an- 
nual ball on Tuesday evening last at Union Hall, Williams- 
burgh......The Twenty-eighth and Thirty-second regiments, 
the cavalry and artillery companies of the Second division, 
will participate in the Friedens Feier (peace festival) on the 
10th inst...,..Captain Alois Kohler of the Thirty-second regi- 
ment has resigned......“ Soldier, Fort Columbus, New York 
harbor.”’—1. Upton does not prescribe any formula, as you 
mention, when a first sergeant reports his company. After 
‘‘calling off,” the sergeant commands “ Jn place—Rzst,”’ and 
then reports the absentees to the commanding officer. Only 
when a company parades, as stated, without arms, is the 
command ‘‘ Parade rest’? given.......The Commander-in- 
Chief has directed the Attorney-General to devote his entire 
attention to the trial of the ‘‘Yard’’ case, which has exer- 
cised the National Guard during the past few months. The 
trial will take place within twenty days, and particular pains, 
we learn, has been employed to retain a counsel without po- 
litical prejudices in the matter......Brigadier-General Ward 
has issued a letter to the company commandants of the First 
brigade in reference to the recent orders from general head- 
quarters, calling the attention of these officers and  compa- 
nies to the immediate necessity of active recruiting of every 
dompany to the minimum standard of the service..,...The 
Seventy—ninth failed in its application for an act appropriating 
$10,000 towards the payment for uniforms, etc., used in the 
service. The Sixth has undertaken a similar movement, and 
has had introduced a bill to reimburse the members to the 
extent of $16,000 for uniforms, etc., worn out in the service. 
‘* Pass your bills in, gentlemen !”’..,...The announéed loca— 
tion of the proposed First division parade ground (Manhat- 
tan Square) is only accessible by one direct route, is less 
than twenty acres in extent, and we think from our present 
indications altogether inadequate for the use of so large a 
body of men. The Second division parade ground is some fifty 
acres in extent, and even in this space the First division 
found difficulty in forming for any purpose. 





first, to propose a regular system of rifle practice as one of 
the means of rendering the National Guardsman familiar 
with his piece, giving him confidence under excitement, and 
aiding him to seoure accuracy of aim. A few organizations 
have attempted to introduce this practice, but from want of 
proper pecuniary support, and the lack of. perfection of or- 
ganization, rifle practice has declined, and indeed aimost 
died out. The National Guard of the State of New Jer- 
sey is at present almost alone in its active cultivation of the 
practice, and has made oreditable progress in the Hythe 
style. The explanation of the successful prosecution of the 
practice in New Jersey is this: The Commander-in-Chief of 
that State, the division commander, and the officers generally, 
aided not a little by the press (by the Jersey City Times in 
particular, one of whose editors is lieutenant-colonel of a 
popular command), have, by their influence, countenance, 
and material assistance, made the study of the system prac- 
tical in its results, and attractive to the entire service of the 
State. . 

In England, however, an amount of attention is given to 
the subject and the pursuit of practice with the rifle un- 
known in this country. To show how successfully the English 
riflemen are organized, and how active their interest in the 
practice with the weapon is, let us refer to the financial con- 
dition of the British National Rifle Association, which affords 
striking testimony to the strength and popularity of the or- 
ganization, and gives an idea of the spirit and enthusiasm 
with which rifle practice is pursued in England. At the 
last general meeting the funds in the treasury were reported 
at £11,134, or £2,000 more than at this time last year. The 
local associations, of which England contains a great number, 
are gradually joining the National Association, so that its 
strength and influence are yearly increasing. Of the condi- 
tion of rifle instruction in the regular’ army, the Pall Maiz 
Gazetle does not give a very account, as the follow~ 
ing extract will show : 

Considerable attention has. been paid to the musketry 
training of our troops since the esteblishment of the school 
of musketry in 1854; and while reading the annual musketry 


rts we have co ted ourselves with the reflection that 
if = soldiers were few in py Fa marched, never 


of outpost duties, 
escalading, yet at any rate they : sald nll shoot well, “We fexs 
we must awake 80 to 


t a dream. It is difficult 
find any fair which to gauge the shooting power 










RirLe Practice.—We were among the first, {f not the 




























































































530 


ARMY AND. NAVY JOURNAL. 








Apr 1, 1871. 











ximation by 


of our soldiers, 
the every bat- 


but we may arrive at some 
shooting of the two soldiers 
to 


two 
that 


unteers who are selected from every 
portion, to compete for the Queen’s prize 
ng. The army prize was instituted in 1868, In this 
year we find : 
Number. Ave 500 yards. Average 600 yards. 
Soldiers....... 270 ie OFT marks 7Al 
Volunteers. . . . 1,658 11.62 9.26 


We have not got the report for 1869 at hand ; we take 1870: 
Number. Average 500 yards. Average 600 yards. 
296 9.08 r 6.57 Ate 


11,25 7.99 

The falling off both of soldiers and volunteers in 1870 may 
be partly ascribed to weather, partly, perhaps, to the wear 
of the rifles. These figures go far to show that our army 
standard of shooting is far below what it ought to be. In 
both years the soldiers fired with Sniders, which up to 600 
yards are better than the Enfields with which the volunteers 
fired. The fact is, that our military system of musketry 
training is erroneous and unpopular. It is well for us to 
take to heart the lesson that the present war has taught us— 
that it is the man and not merely the weapon that decides 
the battle; for the needle-gun with which the Prussians are 
armed is not as good at 500 yards as the Chassepot at double 


that distance. 


Still it is not improbable that the falling off in acouracy is 
due to temporary causes. The shooting by the volunteers 
next July at Wimbledon will have unusual interest, both 
for comparison with this record of the army, and because 
the Snider is to be the rifle used in the trials. Volunteers 
end regulars will thus be brought into direct competition. 


OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 
PunxnsyLvanta—Breech-loaders.—The Philadelphia Sun- 


Republic says : 

x © 9th instant, in the State Senate, William M. Ran- 
dall, the Senator from Schuylkill, presented a bill which 
authorises the Adjutant-General to contract for the altera- 
tion of two-thirds of the muzzle-loading muskets belonging 
to the State into breech-loaders. This is certainly an im- 

rtant measure, and should receive the heartiest support 

m every member, especially of those who believe in the 
wise admonition of the Father of his Country to us his 
children: ‘‘ In time of peace prepare for war.’’ 

The muzzle-loading’arm is a thing of the past. 
seen its very best day. As s weapon for defence it will 
never be of value in a conflict where masses are ar- 
rayed nst masses. Who but a madman would attempt 
to defend himself with a muzzle-loading weapon against an 
adversary armed with a breech-loading musket ? His chances 
of life are but oneinten. Future wars will depend more 
upon superior numbers than upon generalship. Grand 
tactics will not decide future battles; blood and death are 
the deamon apiri at will decide the fate of future strifes. 
To be forewarned is to be forearmed, and to be fully pre- 

for defence is the surest means of preserving the peace. 
jive us the breech-loaders, and ‘‘ let us have peace.’’ 

The Republic also says : 

Captain Robinson, of the Eighth regiment, Pennsylvania 
N. G., has issued a circular of instruction to all companies 
who desire to comqate for the champion flag, a competitive 
drill for which has been ordered for the Fourth of July next. 
Each company will‘appoint a judge, who, together with Cap- 
tain Robinson, will appoint another j » which will con- 
stitute the board of judges for the decision of the contest. 
The drill is to consist of manual of arms (Upton’s), company 
movements (Upton), lo and firing, skirmish drill (Up- 
ton), bayonet exercise (McClellan). The winning company 
for the space of three years will be bound in honor to accept 
the challenge of any company in the State. 

ManyrLann.—Fi/th Infantry.—A writer in the Washington 
"Bho popatarity and standing of the Fifth, will be understood 
when I state that the city, byan almost unanimous vote of its 
councils, some months since, agreed to loan it the sum of $90,- 
000 upon the payment of legal interest, and this amount is 


It has 


now em in the erection of the armory over Richmond 
Market. 1t is expected that these quarters will be ready for 
eo0w) next fall. The building will be four stories high 
—the first floor to be used as a market-house. The second, 


or hall floor, will be one hundred and thirty-nine feet deep 
by ninety-five feet wide, exclusive of convenient and spacious 
rooms for officers. The third floor will be quite as as 
the second, and will also contain a gallery running entirely 
around the walls, capable of accommodating many thousands, 
The strength of the regiment proper is about six hundred, 
though, with its honorary members, it will probably number 
one thousand three hundred. Its strength was recently 
tested in a pleasant way by a dinner from the officers to the 
members. The attendance reached nearly six hundred.’’ 


In General Orders No. 7, head Department of 
the Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, atees March 21, 1871, 
General Pope says: “The commanding general takes 











eg: in 8, commending Captain William 
elly, Eighth U. 8. Cavalry, and the non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers of Company © of that regiment 


number), for the gallantry and persever- 
by them in a recent pursuit of and en- 
counter with a band of Apaches who had stolen a nnum- 
ber of horses and mules from citizens in the vicinity of 
Silver City, N. M. me yer Kelly’s command left Fort 
Ba: N M., on the ult., in pursuit of the Indians ; 


(twenty-one in 
ance 


found their trail on the second morning thereafter, and 


FOREIGN NAVAL AND MILITARY ITEMS. 
THE system of deserters and men of bad 
character is to be a in the British army. 


It is reported that a civil engineer, English, Mr. Grif- 
fith by name, will make an attempt to raise the Captain 
at his own expense. 

THE captured war trophies, which do not admit of di- 
vision, are to be used for decora the assembly rooms 
of the German Parliament, and include the swords of the 
Emperor Napoleon and his four marshals. 


CapTAIN Pender, of the British navy, who has left the 
North Pacific en route for England, has been in the North 
Pacific twelve years, and has completed the survey of 
the coast of British Columbia, Vancouver’s Island, and 
Charlotte Island. 


A FRENCHMAN, Emile de Laveleye, who writes in the 
Fortnig —_ co ee to meng, sgpeon views of what 
causes have to oon is coun into its 
present condition. He says: “The most formidable corps 
in the French armies was, it used to be said, the Turcos 
and the Zouaves. They met men in tacles, coming 
from universities, ing ancient modern 
ges, and writing on occasion letters in Hebrew or - 
serit. The men in spectacles have beaten the wild 
beasts from Africa. In other words, intelligence has 
beaten savagery. Are we to be surprised at this, when 
we know that war, like industry, is becoming more and 
more an affair of science? o does not know the 
immense sacrifices that Germany has made for the ad- 
vancement and diffusion of knowledge, spending for 
instance £20,000 sterling at Bonn in a chemical 
laboratory, £40,000 at Heidelberg in a physical labora- 
tory? Little Wtrtem’ devoted more money to supe- 
rior instruction than big ce. A thing unheard of, 
France made the fees of the university students a 
source ofrevenue. She gave without counting it more 
than £2,000,000 sterling (between 50,000,000f. and 
60,000,000f.) for the new opera, and she refused £40,000 
for school buildings. Last year, on the deck of the 
steamer which was conveying us to the inauguration of 
the Suez Canal, M. Duruy, the one man of merit who 
ever served under the — Government, told me the 
tale of his griefsin the Ministry of Public Instruction. 
He wanted to introduce compulsory education; the 
Emperor supported him; he had all the other ministers 
against him. He had organized 15,000 night schools 
for adults; it was with difficulty that he succeeded in 
carrying off £40,000 inst the fatnous resistance of 
the Council of State. ere was the whole system of 
public instruction to reorganize, and he could get no- 
thing. They preferred to employ the gold of the coun- 
try in maintaining the ladies of the ballet, in building 
barracks and in gilding monuments, the dome of 
the Invalides, the roof of the Sainte Chapelle. It was in 
vain that men like Jules Simon, Pelletan, Duruy, Jules 
Favre, cried out year after year, ‘Thero must be mil- 
lions for education, or France is lost.’ The government 
was deaf. It denied nothing to pleasure, to luxury, to 
ostentation. It denied everything to education.” 


A MEETING was held in St. James Hall, London, 
March 10, for the purpose of denouncing the government 
plan for reorganizing the army. John Stuart Mill, Ja- 
cob Bright, and P. A. Taylor were among the ers, 
and resolutions were passed protesting against Mr. Card- 
well’s bill, ou the ground of its expense and the fact that 
the country was never safer from invasion. Mr. Mill, 
who presided, said, among other things, that whatever 
their different views on mili matters, they must all 
unite in profound dissatisfaction at the government 
scheme. It is offered as a great army reform to cure the 
notorious defects of our military system. And what are 
the defects of the present system? At an expense 
greater than would be required for an army it gives us 
only an army corps. If an army is to be of any use, it 
must be of use when it is wanted ; but our army is vastl 
too large when it is‘ not wanted, and vastly too sm 
when it is wanted. We are absolutely dependent on 
the Channel fleet for the safety of the country, as if we 
had no military force at all, and we pay fourteen millions 
a year for being without an army, while it costs the 
Prussian government only half that sum tobe able, as 
we have seen, to bring five hundred thousand trained 
men into the field at « fortnight’s notice. This is what 
has to be remedied. And now, what is the remedy pro- 
? An increase, which, except in the artillery, will 
be hardly a Le ay tape addition to our means of meeting 
an enemy, while, to effect, it, three millions a year more 
are to be added to the present fourteen millions of cost, 
without reckoning the other millions we are to pay for 
the abolition of purchase. The increase of the artillery 
is one thing deserving praise. Undoubtedly the country 
ought to have the very best instruments of war that human 
ingenuity can provide—and an ample supply of them— 
and of men trained to use them; and the artillery does 
require a long training. The other point is the abolition 
of purchase, but this is only good as part of a system ; 
and where is the system of which it ought to be a part? 
The great evil of purchase is that it officers the arm 
with idle men, who have never done a day of hard, d 
work in their lives, and who scorn the idea of studyi 
their business ; and what is vaere in the bill to com 
officers to study and understand their work as the Prus- 
sian officers do? First, commissions are to be given by 
competition, and that is 


good ; but promotion is to 
selection, which, unless F 


infinite precautions, 
the old ptm The 


means favoritism and competition 
at may exclude absolute dunces and quite in- 
co.rigible idlers, but that ordeal once —and expe- 


rience proves that it can be passed with very modest ex- 
ertion—what is to hinder the army ,from being officered 
by the same sort of persons, and the same , motives 





as now—as asort of gentlemanly excitement? And 
really, if this is to con ma, the absiiiion af aapushene i 
not worth ‘paying for. If our armies are to be led by 
men who want to amuse themselves by playing at sol- 
diers, the only good point in the matter is that 
they are made to pay for their amusement. 





WE gather the following items from the Washington 
Capital, a new paper recently established in Washing- 
ton: 


It is now alleged that the whole of the “Freedmen’s 
Bank ” will be immediately put under contract, to cover 
more “sagt ogg tmedhmong = foe eae re 
opposite the b is wi , if completed, b 
far the largest and most imposing edifice of any ede 
corporation south of New York. On it, the Seneca 
brown stone has been, for the first time, properly dressed. 

The United States Coast Survey office has recently had 
a new building erected on New Jersey avenue, between 
A and B, south. The building issix stories high, fire- 
proof, and cost $100,000. 

The building on the notheast corner of Nineteenth 
and I streets, for several years used by General Howard 
for the headquarters of the Freedmen’s Bureau, has been 
thoroughly fumigated, scoured, painted, and renovated 

y, and now holds the family of the Postmaster- 
ral, who pays a rent for it of $3,500 per annum. 
Admiral Wilkes’s new six-story hotel on North Capitol 
street—the restoration and enlargement of the two old 
George Washington mansions—has now been graded 
down to the street level and the new foundations set in. 
Mrs. William Elliott’s house, next door, has also been re- 
modelled, but it will not become a part of the inn. This 
house will accommodate about 150 guests, and some say 
that it will be called “ The Forum,” others the “ Man- 

lius House.” 


THE following letter from Rear-Admiral Poor should 
have been included in the San Domingo correspondence 
published last week : 

To President Saget, Provisional President Republic Hayti. 

Sm: The undersigned avails himself of the arrival in 
this port of the Severn, flag-ship of the United States 
North-Atlantic squadron, to inform your Excellency 
that he has received instructions from his Government 
to inform your Excellency that negotiations are now 
pending between the United States Government and the 

vernment of San Domingo, and that during such 
negotiations the United States Government is determin- 
ed to use all its power to prevent any meddling on the 
part of Hayti or any ‘other power with the Dominican 
Government. Therefore, any interference with, or at- 
tack on, the Dominicans by ships under the Haytien flag 
or any other flag, during the said ‘negotiations, will be 
considered an act of hostillity to the United States flag, 
and will provoke hostilities in return—(considérée comme 
un acte Mhostilité an pavillon des Etats Unis et provo- 
quera de Vhostilité en retour). 

H. Poor, Rear-AdmiraL 


C. 
PoRT-AU-PRINCE, February 10, 1871. 














GENERAL Orders No. 6, headquarters Department of 
the Lakes, Detroit, Michigan, March 20, 1871, direct that 
“ all officers doing duty in the staff departments in this 
command will, on being relieved from such duty, trans- 
fer to their successors all regulations, pamphlets, orders, 
circulars, and letters received by them in their official 
capacity, together with all letter, record, and pass-books 
that may have been used by them in the transaction of 
their duties. An officer, on being relieved, has a right 
to take with him from the office only his retained money 
and pro accounts, and letters, or copies of letters, 
relating exclusively to their state or settlement.” 








CorGREss has referred to Committee on Pensions the 
— of J. Englesby for pension; W. B. Grover, Dur- 

, N. H., for bounty and pension ; J. K. Robinson, pray- 
gman of bounty to soldiers of Regular Army who 
enlisted before 1861 and served during the war; widows 
of soldiers who served in 1812, who were married since 
the time specified in the act of February 14, 1871, pray- 
ing that all widows of such soldiers may have the bene- 
fit of that act ; of Mary Bragdon and Caroline Damon, 
of Maine, praying the enactment of a law abolishing the 
6th section, act of July 27, 1868, so as to enable them to 
obtain pensions. 


LETTERS IN THE NEW YORE POST-OFFICE, 
Tae following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 


York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington: 














ARMY. 

Marca 2, 
Colton, Joe, Colonel. | Greene, M. B., Captain. 
Farginson, i. W., Captaia. Lansing, H. 8., Colonel. 
Furguson, H. W., Captain. | Weaver, J., Captain. 

Marcu 28. 
Baldwin, B. W., Captain. La Due, Wm., Colonel. 
Beers, Wm., a . Lleyd, T. F., Captain. 
Byren, James M., Captain. Morrill, E. i., ptain. 
Daniel, J. M., Captain. McDonald, Ed., Captain. 
Ferguson, A., Colonel. Sherman, OE +» Colonel. 

MARRIED. 


Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
fy cents each.) -” 





DeLoxne—Worron.—On Wednesday, March 1, on board the U. 
S.steamer Shenandoah, at Havre, France, by the Rev. George 
Washington, Lieutenant Grorcr Ww. DeLone, U. 8. Navy, to E- 
mA, daughter of James A. Wotton, Esq. 


Garver—Hvussarp.—At the residence of the commanding officer, 
Cnet oe Cal., on Sunday, March 5, by the Rev. M. J. Kelly, 
Cc U. 8, A, Lieutenant THomas Gapvey, First Cavalry, to 


Eva, anes daughter of Assistant Surgeon Lorenzo Hubbard. 
U.B.A. ¢ pm 4 
——E————————————— 


W. C. ROGERS & 60., 
STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 
2% JOHN STREET, NEW YORE 
Specialty—Military Biank Forms and Documents printed 
order, at reasonable prices. 
Descriptive Books 
; Endorsement and Memorandum Books 
Consolidated Rep 
Court-martial Books, Sergeants’ Roll Books. 
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